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Overton Park turns 125!
     When city leaders decided 
in 1901 that they wanted 
to develop a park system, 
Memphis had 102,000 
residents and only six acres 
of public parks. Judge L.B. 
McFarland believed that “no 
city will be greatly populous 
or truly great without proper 
provision for the pleasurable 
and the aesthetic.” The 
newly-formed Memphis Park 
Commission envisioned two 
new signature parks, one 
downtown (today’s Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Riverside Park) 
and one on the city’s northeast 
edge. The Commission hired renowned landscape 
architect George Kessler to develop these parks, along 
with a system of boulevards that would connect them. 
On November 14, 1901, the City purchased a tract of 
land for $110,000 (over $4 million in today’s dollars), 
and Overton Park was born.

     The new park grew rapidly, with the building of 
playgrounds and pavilions, the addition of a zoo and 
the region’s first public golf course, and the creation 
of a veterans memorial. Over the following decades, 
it became a cultural destination, with the Brooks Art 
Gallery, the Works Progress Administration-constructed 
Overton Park Shell, and the Memphis Academy of Arts 
all going up in the park.

     Such an important civic space has inspired deep 
investment from the community, especially when 
access to the park was threatened. Black Memphians 
fought to integrate public spaces throughout the 
city by staging sit-ins at segregated Overton Park 

attractions, winning a Supreme 
Court case in 1963. The park 
was the subject of a decades-
long battle to prevent Interstate 
40 from being built through the 
forest and Zoo, which ultimately 
resulted in the highway being 
diverted around the park.

     Overton Park was not 
immune to the turn-of-
the-century trend of city 
disinvestment in public 
parks, and conditions began 
to deteriorate. In 2011, the 
community rallied to advocate 
for the formation of Overton 
Park Conservancy and the 
designation of the Old Forest 

as a Tennessee State Natural Area, providing the park 
with dedicated stewardship and legal protection.

     The future of Overton Park is bright. We’re planning 
improvements to the Rainbow Lake and East Parkway 
areas, a new Greensward walking loop, and more 
accessible ways to reach and navigate the park. The 
Metal Museum will open in September, reinvigorating 
Rust Hall’s artistic tradition. The Shell is celebrating 
its own big milestone with 90th-anniversary concerts. 
The Memphis Zoo is embarking on projects including a 
new stingray exhibit set to open next year. And as the 
Brooks Museum prepares to move downtown, we’re 
excited to have conversations about the next chapter 
for the building and campus.

     One thing’s for sure: Overton Park—the joy it brings, 
the discovery it enables, the creativity it inspires—
never gets old. We’re so glad you’re a part of this ever-
evolving story.

Pretty Useful Co.
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     After almost 15 years of managing Overton Park, 
we’ve had a lot of time to see how the park is used 
and how important your insights are as we plan 
improvements. That’s why through early July, we’re 
asking for your feedback on the Rainbow Lake and 
East Parkway areas. We want to invest in smart 
design decisions that make the park more accessible, 
welcoming, and exciting. Our online survey guides you 
through some of the ideas we’re considering. It should 
take about 5 minutes to complete.

Rainbow Lake Area
     Most of the big changes are in the Rainbow Lake 
area: the lake, playground, pavilion, and dog park.

•	 Because the Memphis Zoo has gifted us with a 
parcel of land between the lake and the forest (a 
plot that formerly hosted temporary exhibits), we’ll 
be able to expand the lake eastward. The current 
area around the lake is about 80,000 square feet, 
and with this addition, we gain 13,000 square feet.

•	 We envision removing the lake’s concrete bottom 
and creating a more natural edge filled with 
aquatic plants that provide wildlife habitat.

•	 We’re proposing boardwalks that provide 
new ways to view and experience the lake, 
Greensward, and forest.

•	 The playground needs some reworking to build 
more environmentally-sustainable structures that 
prioritize safety and nature play.

•	 We’re proposing to replace the current pavilion 
with a larger one that could serve as a home base 

for our educational programs, provide an indoor 
space for event rentals, and add to the amount of 
shaded outdoor space. 

     We have two potential designs for the pavilion. 
Option A features a building designed to feel light and 
transparent within the landscape. While it creates a 
defined edge along the lake, it’s detailed to minimize 
its visual presence, allowing the landscape to remain 
the dominant feature. Option B features a sculptural 
form that enhances the arrival experience. The lake 
informs the building’s shape, creating a fluid edge 
between architecture and nature. Take a look at each 
concept and tell us what you like or dislike about each. 

East Parkway Area
     Along East Parkway, we plan to improve and 
enhance the pavilion, playground, and picnic areas that 
extend from Bike Gate south to the fire station. 

•	 The pavilion—the park’s oldest surviving 
structure—needs structural and aesthetic repairs. 

•	 The demand for events at this location might 
suggest that a second pavilion should be 
considered. 

•	 The playground hasn’t had a significant renovation 
in decades, so this is a chance to reimagine it.  

•	 We’re proposing some new walking trails and 
additional seating inspired by the beloved, historic 
concrete picnic tables.

Take the survey at overtonpark.org/
blog/2026survey or scan the QR code.

Survey time: Rainbow Lake and East Parkway areas

Thanks to our partners 
at Design Workshop and 
A2H - Engineers | Architects 
| Planners for creating the 
survey and these drawings 
of a new Rainbow Lake 
Pavilion! We look forward 
to hearing what you think.



3

Good Dog: Coco Bean Forever
          A few weeks ago on a 

Friday afternoon, I said 
goodbye to my husky, 
Coco Bean. Since then, I 
have been carrying a grief 
that feels larger than words. 

     Coco and I found each other nearly 14 years ago 
— two wild girls searching for adventure. Together we 
explored mountains and creeks and learned to live 
without our mothers in Knoxville. We later moved to 
Nashville, where we attempted to “sleep” in our condo 
directly above Broadway’s endless parade of karaoke 
and bachelorettes. We drove Tennessee’s backroads, 
visiting nearly all 95 counties while preaching the 
gospel of free college. And finally, in 2018, we returned 
to our shared Memphis roots where my now-husband, 
Ian, convinced her to love him and Coco became the 
best big sister to our daughter, Celeste. 

     For much of my adult life, Coco has been woven 
into the fabric of my life. And when I think of our years 
together, so many of my favorite memories are set 
against the backdrop of Overton Park. 

     When I first joined the Conservancy team, Ian and I 
lived in a shotgun apartment at the corner of McLean 
and Overton Park Ave. During the pandemic, Coco 
and I spent hours wandering the Old Forest together. 
I’ll never forget her sniffing through spring wildflowers 
while I talked with loved ones about trauma, sickness, 
vulnerability, and growth. And when my busy brain 
and Coco’s busy body couldn’t sleep, we would walk 
beneath the moon through the Formal Gardens in the 
quietest hours of the night. (Sorry, Tina. I know you 
said this was against the rules. Strange times.)

     Coco Bean was a clever, stubborn gal. Overton Bark 
was never quite the expansive dog park experience 
she enjoyed in her younger days in Knoxville. But she 
did enjoy circling the interior perimeter and playing a 
game of “Who is going to break first?” with me when it 
was time to leave. We rarely 
stayed for less than an hour 
and always left with new 
friends.

     Since saying goodbye, 
many people have reached 
out with stories of how 
profoundly animals shape 
our lives. One message from 
my coworker, Fields, has 
stayed with me: Coco was 
my witness. 

     She was there for nearly every chapter. She 
witnessed heartbreak and healing, career changes 
and cross-state moves, first dates and wedding vows 
(in the Formal Gardens!), the arrival of our daughter, 
restless nights trying to piece together the puzzle that 
is this beloved park, and all the beautiful ordinary days 
in between. She knew versions of me that no longer 
exist and loved every one of them anyway. 

     Grief, I’m learning, is simply love with nowhere 
to go. What brings me comfort is knowing that so 
much of our story is woven into this park. Every trail, 
every patch of wildflowers, every late-night walk and 
stubborn hour spent at Overton Bark remains. The 
places we loved are still here, holding memories too 
precious and too real to ever be lost.      

     One of the greatest privileges of caring for 
Overton Park is witnessing how it becomes a part 
of people’s stories. For some, it is where they found 
confidence running a mile, where they fell in love, met 
a new friend, recovered from loss, or introduced a 
child to nature. For me, it is all of those things. It is also 
where I spent some of the best years of my life with a 
curious, skeptical, tenacious husky named Coco Bean.

     And while I would give anything for one more walk 
together through the Old Forest, I am deeply grateful 
for the many that we had.

     Thank you, sweet girl, for the adventure. 

P.S. This experience feels 
like being inducted into a 
strange, supportive society 
of loss. I told Shelby Farms Park Conservancy CEO Jen 
Andrews that Celeste keeps asking when I will have a 
new puppy in my belly?? Jen shared her own story and 
reminded me that Coco’s love will be a gift forever — 
and that when I’m ready, I can pop a new puppy out of 
my belly and fall in love all over again. As an optimist 

by nature, I like this idea.  

P.P.S. Hearing others’ stories 
has helped a lot. If you have 
a sweet, heartbreaking, 
or inspiring story, will you 
please email it to us? And 
because you know I can’t 
end a letter without a 
request for support: If this 
story touched you, would 
you consider making a 
donation in honor of a four-
legged friend?  

kaci’s 
message
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Invasive Avengers create a healthier forest
     It’s early March, and the Old Forest is turning green. 
The first velvety pawpaw flowers are emerging, and 
cellophane bees are digging their nests among the 
huge tree roots alongside East Parkway Pavilion. All 
this activity means that Bill Bullock’s volunteer invasive 
removal crew is out for one last expedition, celebrating 
another winter of creating a healthier forest.

     Today, Bill’s crew of regulars is joined by a first-time 
volunteer, so Bill shows her the ropes. “We’re mostly 
focusing on large woody plants like Chinese privet 
and cherry laurel this time of year,” he explains. “In 
the winter, non-native plants tend to be the only ones 
with green leaves, so they’re highly visible and we can 
spot and remove them easily. We want to get to them 
before they produce berries and distribute seeds.”

     He points out a Chinese privet plant that’s about 
two feet high, with small bright green leaves. After 
working it out of the soil, he hangs it upside-down by 
the roots on a nearby tree. “There are three reasons 
we do this,” he says. “One, so their roots don’t have 
contact with the ground, which would allow them to 
resprout. Two, so we know where we’ve been. And 
three, so the little privets know we’re onto them.”

     After discovering that around 100 of the Old 
Forest’s 350+ flowering plants were non-native, Bill 
decided to learn everything he could about the best 
way to remove the most damaging invasives—and 
how to prevent the cycle of non-native plants making 
their way into natural areas from home gardens. He 
started volunteering with Overton Park Conservancy 
to complete training in selective 
herbicide application and 
manual removal. In 2019, he 
began recruiting volunteers—
affectionately known as the 
Invasive Avengers—and they’ve 
been working ever since.

     Bill’s crew meets every Friday 
during the winter months, when 
native wildflowers are lying 
dormant under the soil and won’t 
be trampled by the volunteers’ 
boots. He also hosts larger 
weekend workdays that attract 
college students who get an 
ecology lesson along with a day of 
hard work. 

     Victoria Van Cleef runs in 
Overton Park several times a 

week, and one morning she saw the sign Bill puts out 
during every workday that encourages folks to stop 
and ask the volunteers what they’re up to. She did, 
and wound up attending first a Saturday workday and 
then the regular Friday events. She estimates that she 
removes more than 50 plants each day, and thousands 
over the course of the winter. “You can really see the 
difference—it opens up the forest in a beautiful way,” 
allowing sunlight to reach the forest floor and giving 
the next generation of native plants a chance to grow.

     With ten years under his belt, Bill is seeing the 
progress in real time. “There are very few large woody 
invasives now,” he says. “My hope is that since we 
have vastly decreased the number of seed-bearing 
invasives, the pace at which the new invasive plants 
pop up is slowing down.”

     With the space created by the 
removal of these plants comes 
an opportunity to kickstart the 
growth of natives, particularly in 
areas like the one just inside the 
gateway that leads from the dog 
park into the forest. This area had 
been covered with invasive paper 
mulberry trees that were removed 
last summer. Working under 
the Conservancy’s supervision, 
Bill broadcast seed pods he’d 
collected from Eastern redbud 
trees in this area. 

     When the Conservancy’s 
Director of Operations, Dr. Eric 
Bridges, found through his 
research that white oak acorns 
in the forest were having trouble 
growing into young trees due to 

Victoria Van Cleef searches for privet plants in the Old Forest.

Bill Bullock shows Juliet Jones how to identify cherry laurel.
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seed predation, Bill began 
collecting acorns from the 
forest and germinating 
them at home. Over the 
past two autumns, he’s 
planted thousands of 
white oak seedlings in the 
canopy gaps, where they’ll 
have plenty of access to 
sunlight that will help them 
grow quickly.

     Even if you’re not able 
to join the regular work 
in the forest, there’s still 
plenty you can do to help 
out. Bill is particularly 
passionate about educating homeowners that what 
they plant in their yards matters to places like the 
Old Forest. Cherry laurel, a small ornamental tree not 
native to our region, was not recorded in the 1987 
inventory of the Old Forest conducted by Dr. James 
Guldin. But over the past few decades its seeds 
escaped from neighborhood plantings and it became 

abundant in the forest, 
taking up space, sunlight, 
and nutrients needed by 
the plants of our local 
ecosystem. Likewise, 
Japanese honeysuckle 
and English ivy cover 
areas of the forest floor 
and wrap around trees, 
while providing little to 
no nutritional value to our 
native insects. Refraining 
from planting these at 
home reduces seeds 

being spread into areas 
like the forest, where they 

can do a lot of damage in a short time.

     “The forest has been invaded by what we’ve 
planted at home for 100 years,” Bill says, handing his 
new volunteer a pair of gloves. “But what we’re doing 
out here is giving oaks a fighting chance.” With that, 
they disappear into the woods, ready to show some 
little privets who’s boss.

Front row: James Brooks, Bill Stegall, John Joyner; back row: Bill Bullock, Victoria 
Van Cleef, Juliet Jones, and Jim Brooks

The Invasive Avengers aren’t the only folks pitching in on the trails! In January, we hosted our annual MLK Day of Service, in which 
volunteers spread fresh surfacing and cleaned out clogged drainage on the limestone loop. Special thanks to Sam Blair and Park Friends 
for their expertise in guiding the group! This spring, Christian Villanueva of Boy Scout Troop #34 took on a washed-out footbridge in the 
forest as his Eagle Scout project. With the help of his troop and support from Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Christian rebuilt the 
bridge just off the paved trail in the eastern end of the forest. We’re so grateful to everyone who helps maintain our trails!
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   The Conservancy’s 
volunteer ranger program 
began in 2024 as a way 
for regular visitors to 
deepen their connection 
to the park and play an 
active role in its care. For 
Katherine Wiggins, one 
of the first volunteers to 
sign up, the program has 
done just that.

     “I’m at the park all the 
time,” Katherine says. “I 
run and bike here with 
friends because we can 
avoid traffic. When I saw an email about the ranger 
program, it seemed perfect. I’m going to be here 
anyway—why not pick up some trash?”

     Katherine visits at least once a week, and often 
focuses on trash pickup because she can fit it into 
her schedule whenever she has time. She’s also 
worked at Conservancy programs like the Owl Prowl, 
helping to greet guests, set up materials, and clean up 
afterwards. It’s been a great way to meet other rangers 
and guests who use the park, making them feel like 
part of a community.

     The program has also been something she and her 
mom can do together. “My mom will be 91 this summer, 
and she had a stroke a few years ago and moved in 
with me. I take her to the park and push her in her 
wheelchair, and she loves it there. When I started the 
program, I told her from now on, I’d bring her to the 
park and she can pick up trash too. She points it out 
and then uses the pick-up stick to grab it. It’s good for 
her hand-eye coordination, but it also makes her feel 
like she has a purpose.” 

     The program is 
sponsored by the 
Conservancy’s cleaning 
partner, ServiceMaster 
by Stratos, and rangers 
supplement the work 
the ServiceMaster 
team does every day to 
maintain the park. Stacy 
McCall, President of 
ServiceMaster by Stratos, 
says, “Our team fills their 
days ‘Setting the Stage 
for Tomorrow’ for our 
customers. So helping 
support the volunteer 

ranger program that sets the stage for Overton Park 
visitors every day just felt like a perfect fit.” 

     Rangers commit to working at least two hours per 
month, whether that’s helping at an event, inspecting 
facilities and reporting any issues to staff, or picking up 
litter. With more than 30 rangers giving their time, the 
difference is noticeable. “I’ve had so many people stop 
me and say thank you,” Katherine says. “I work a lot on 
the perimeter of the park, and even people in cars will 
honk at me and say thanks.”

     Katherine recommends the program to any regular 
park user, saying it’s a fulfilling way to give back to a 
place where she’s spent many happy moments. “It’s 
so easy to do, and you get out of it what you put in. 
I enjoy the benefits myself because when I’m here 
running and walking, there’s less trash on the ground. 
It’s also rewarding to know that I’m helping preserve 
the park for the future.”

Volunteer Ranger Spotlight: Katherine Wiggins

Katherine Wiggins finishing up a ranger shift

Our next orientation will be in September. 
Learn more at overtonpark.org/volunteer. 
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Growing into our new forest trail
     On a beautiful day in mid-November, hundreds 
of Memphians did what no one has done since the 
1980s: they walked through a rolling section of woods 
that connects the Memphis Zoo with the 126-acre Old 
Forest State Natural Area.

     “We are thrilled to finally welcome the public into 
the last remaining section of the Old Forest that has 
been closed behind this fence for nearly 40 years,” 
Conservancy Executive Director Kaci Murley told the 
crowd who assembled for a fence-cutting ceremony. 
“This project is so exciting because of how long it’s 
taken to get here—how many people have given their 
time and passion making this happen.”

     Our key partners on this project were on hand to 
celebrate: Mayor Paul Young and Justice Bolden of 
the City of Memphis, Congressman Steve Cohen (who 
secured federal funding to complete the project), and 
Memphis Zoo President and CEO Matt Thompson, who 
spoke about why the Zoo elected to give this land to 
the Conservancy instead of using it for exhibit space.

     “We’re a conservation organization and we’re 
all about discovery,” he said of the Zoo. “It’s really 
about creating empathy, connecting with nature, and 
obviously conservation and research,” a mission the 
Zoo and the Conservancy share. “What better way 
to do that than to draw people into the forest and 
jointly explore this new area? When do you get an 
opportunity in an old forest to unveil a new part of it?”

     In the months since the trail opened, it’s quickly 
become a part of visitors’ regular routines. We hosted 
the Tennessee Native Plant Society in March and 
discovered a vibrant patch of coral honeysuckle, 
the forest’s biggest 
population of Jack-
in-the-pulpit flowers, 
and some impressively 
sized grapevines. This 
month we brought a 
group out to search for 
fungi and slime molds 
on downed trees, and 
the habitat was so rich 
that we only covered 
a quarter-mile in over 
an hour! The new trail 
even made the cover 
of Memphis magazine, 
as a getaway within 
the city.

Mayor Paul Young, Congressman Steve Cohen, Conservancy Executive Director Kaci 
Murley, and Memphis Zoo President and CEO Matt Thompson on opening day.

     The trail was also selected as the featured 
segment in a running challenge sponsored by KEEN, 
Grivet Outdoors, and Strava. For the month of June, 
runners who complete the half-mile loop and track 
their runs in Strava are entered to win an entry to a 
trail running competition in Oregon. KEEN also made 
a donation to the Conservancy for every segment 
completed at a Trailfest kickoff event in May.

     So what’s next for the new trail? The Conservancy 
is developing permanent wayfinding markers to 
replace the current temporary signs, and while we’re 
at it we’re creating markers for the two trails in the 
northern half of the forest that we refer to as the red 
trail and the green trail. And the team at Invasive 
Plant Control, who helped us clear the large woody 
invasives before the opening date, will be back this 

fall to follow up and 
remove any resprouts.

     It’s been so special 
to both discover the 
wild treasures of the 
new trail and see so 
many people enjoying 
it. As Kaci said at 
the fence-cutting 
ceremony, “What really 
makes an urban forest 
so special is that we 
can take care of the 
plants and animals and 
people all at the same 
time.”Runners from the Black Men Run group made a strong showing at the KEEN/Grivet Outdoors/

Strava Trailfest kickoff in May. 
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     One of the best parts of the Conservancy’s work 
is getting to meet you, our park visitors! With more 
than 100 activities each year, we’re working to have 
something to satisfy all interests. Here’s some of what 
we’ve done to celebrate our 125th anniversary. Thanks 
to First Horizon Foundation for sponsoring this year of 
programs in the park!

Nature Education
     Through our Third Thursday Treks and guided 
nature walks, we’ve explored bird migration patterns, 
the science of changing leaves, the life cycle of slime 
molds, the ways owls adapt to life in the city, and the 
remnants of a 1920s-era car camp in the Old Forest.

     Our spring Science Café series featured talks 
from scientists researching reptile immune response, 
the evolution of galaxies, urban hydrology, and oak 
regeneration. 

     Our tree identification courses moved to the next 
level this spring, with a focus on trees with compound 
leaf structures like hickories, ashes, and box elders. 
Our new Birding Basics course covered binocular use, 
different families of birds, and birding by ear.

     In May, we teamed up with the Xerces Society for 
Invertebrate Conservation to host a training for their 
Southeast Bumble Bee Atlas community science 
program. Attendees learned why bumble bees are 
threatened and how documenting their habitats can 
help direct conservation efforts. The event concluded 
with practice netting, photographing, releasing, and 
recording data on four bumble bee species. 

Outreach Activities
     In November, we hosted our annual tree giveaway 
at Veterans Plaza, with 350 swamp chestnut oak, 
persimmon, serviceberry, and redbud trees headed 

Clockwise from left: Our twice-monthly Songbird Strolls attracted birders of all skill levels; in May, we hosted a 
workshop on documenting bumble bees for the Southeast Bumble Bee Atlas; guests came to the golf clubhouse 
to make whiskey cocktails with Old Dominick; volunteer ranger Shannon Maris showed Neighborhood Christian 
Center campers the bark of a hackberry tree on a walk through the forest.

There’s so much to do in Overton Park
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to new homes across the city. In the spring, we 
introduced a free monthly Field Notes walk with 
Stewardship Manager Fields Falcone, keeping people 
updated on what’s new with the Conservancy and 
in the forest. This month, we hosted campers from 
Neighborhood Christian Centers and Carpenter Art 
Garden for nature journaling and forest walks.

Social Events
     In February, we partnered with Everbloom Farmacy,  
ReWild Memphis, What the Doula, Urban Earth, and 
Bertram Williams for a community growing event in 
our southeast corner greenhouse. At Sowing Seeds 
Together, participants started herb and vegetable 
seedlings, engaged in breathwork and meditation, and 
learned both the theory and practice of growing food.

     Old Dominick Distillery developed a special Squirrel 
Tale Whiskey to celebrate the 125th anniversary of 
Overton Park and the 120th anniversary of the OP9 
golf course. At several events, guests learned to 

blend their own cocktails and heard about how oak 
conservation is critical to both the Conservancy’s 
mission and Old Dominick’s business.

     On the Greensward, we hosted our annual Mardi 
Growl event with Hollywood Feed in March, as well as 
the Memphis Ice Cream Festival in June. 

Creative and Wellness Activities
     At a series of nature journaling events co-hosted 
with Creative Aging Mid-South, we invited seniors 
to hone their artistic craft while observing the way 
the forest changed over the spring. Caroline Schratz 
of Integrative Wellness 901 also hosted an all-ages 
nature journaling walk. 

     Coach Alex Carpenter guided both seated and 
moving meditations in the forest this spring.

To stay up to date on park events, visit visit 
overtonpark.org/calendar or sign up for our 
e-mail newsletter at overtonpark.org/email!

Clockwise from left: Earlier this month, we celebrated the park’s 125th birthday at the Memphis Ice Cream 
Festival on the Greensward; a rainy late spring meant we had to call an emergency nature walk to search for 
fungi and slime molds; our annual fall tree giveaway placed 350 trees with new homes; at the Sowing Seeds 
Together event, community members visited the greenhouse to plant seeds and learn about gardening.
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6:45 AM - Round 1 of 11

     “It’s pretty muggy out here. Definitely forgot about 
how wet it is on round 1. Very moist. We went double-
digits birdies for the kids, though!”

     This year’s third annual Overton Park 99 
tournament, presented by FedEx, saw 25 golfers 
endure near-record-breaking heat and raise record-
breaking amounts of money for the Overton Park 
Junior Open, the Loren Roberts Scholarship Fund at 
First Tee Memphis, and Overton Park Conservancy. 
They played—and walked—99 holes in one day, and 
supporters donated and pledged extra based on 
how many birdies they shot. After raising $61,000 in 
their first year and $111,000 in year two, this year they 
surprised even themselves by hitting $143,000.

     “While we had some pretty big aspirations at the 
beginning, I never got this far!” says Will Frazier, co-
organizer of the tournament. “It’s crazy to sit here and 
think we just raised almost $150,000 for so many vital 
programs for this city and for the future of this game.” 

9:40 AM - Round 4 of 11

     “I’m getting hungry. I woke up at 4:30 AM and all I 
had was an Uncrustable.”

     “Luckily, it’s only getting hotter.”

     “I do this every year. Never missed it. A true sicko.”

     While several golfers were new to the event, many 
returned with strategies for reducing their misery 
level. “It’s like dropping your kids off at summer 
camp—you bring 12 outfits, 6 pairs of underwear, a few 
diaper changes,” one said. “The key is to walk as little 
distance as possible,” suggested another (important 
in a day when the golfers approached 50,000 steps). 
“Every two rounds is the magic number for switching 
out socks and shoes.” They also welcomed the help of 

junior caddies from the Western Golf Association’s 
Chick Evans Scholarship Fund, who volunteer at golf 
events and receive college assistance.  

2:30 PM - Round 6 of 11

     “We have peaked the parabola and now we are on 
the downward slope.”

     “I have a buttery hot core.”

     “We’ve got a good support group here. I’ve only 
called my therapist twice.”

     “One of us is consistently hitting the ball where he 
intends to, and there’s four of us zig-zagging. We’ve 
got some blind squirrels in this group.”

8:00 PM - Round 11 of 11

      “Someone in our group chat said that nothing 
unifies like communal suffering, and boy was there 
plenty of that to go around this year from about noon 
to 3:00 pm!” Will says. By the end, “the guys from other 
groups, their friends and family members all joined 
the last few groups for their final few holes. There was 
quite a crowd and everyone was picking each other up 
until every last one of us got it done.”

     “Thanks to the people who were good stewards of 
the gift that is Overton Park (and the OP9) over the last 
125 years, we get to do this and hope, in doing so, the 
next 125 years are even better than the last.”

     This year’s OP99 was presented by FedEx, with 
additional sponsorship from Colliers, MAA, and Paula 
& Bob McEniry. Colliers: Embry Stringfellow Daves, 
Farmhouse, First Horizon, Glenview Partners, Iron Tribe 
Fitness, and Seacap Advisors were hole sponsors, 
and AJAX Beverage Distributing, Alma del Jaguar, 
City Silo, Grind City Designs, Hard Times Deli, Huey’s, 
LSI Graphics, and Old Dominick provided in-kind 
sponsorship.

Overheard at the Overton Park 99

Alex Presley, Ethan Lee, Harrison Downing, Alex Boggs, and Schuyler O’Brien getting 
ready for their “vibe round,” in which they switched up their wardrobes and music 
choices to bring up the mood.

Will Frazier with his dad Tim, who first played the course 65 years ago.
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The Bold and the Buteo - Cast Meet & Greet
     If you subscribe to the Conservancy’s e-mail newsletter, you may be familiar with the soap operatic drama of 
the Old Forest’s red-shouldered hawks. Throughout the spring, we followed a sometimes-young and always-
restless group of Buteo lineatus as they fought for territory, paired off, and bred future scions. While the nature of 
the drama has changed from spring’s romantic rivalries to summer’s sibling skirmishes, we continue to be riveted 
by the lives and loves of our charismatic raptors. Here we invite you to meet our ever-growing cast of characters.

Couple #1: Ralph and Mariah
Him: A sophisticated gentleman with a snow-white 
mustache and a talent for catching rodents with 
panache. Her: A diva who, like her famous namesake, 
favors fluffed-out feathers, high-pitched vocals, and 
sitting prettily as her adoring public brings her gifts. All 
spring they used the golf cart path as their boudoir.

Couple #2: Bert and June
Him: An absolute stalwart who took on nest-building, 
food-capturing, and even some egg-incubating. Her: 
A young lass new to child-rearing but open to learning 
from her more mature mate. As the more expressive 
member of the duo, she graced the green trail with her 
exclamations throughout March.

Bert and June’s babies fledged, appropriately, in June, 
but not before fighting like maniacs over a lizard that 
one sibling refused to share with the other. 

Ralph and Mariah’s twins (or are they triplets?!) took 
their first flight in May, and their hobby is seeing who 
can scream the loudest at the golfers.

Catch up on past episodes at overtonpark.org/naturezen, and visit overtonpark.org/email to sign up for their continuing 
adventures and get notified about October’s NatureZen Month events!
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Organizational 
Supporters

$100,000 and up
City of Memphis
Hyde Foundation
Memphis Zoo
U.S. Department of Housing and  
  Urban Development

$10,000 - $99,999
First Horizon Foundation
Hollywood Feed
Independent Bank
Innovate Memphis
International Paper
LPI Memphis, Inc.
Nike, Inc.
Thomas W. Briggs Foundation

$1,000 - $9,999
Arbor Day Foundation
Avison Young
Baptist Memorial Health Care
Bell Family Charitable Fund
BlueCross BlueShield of  
  Tennessee
The Canale Foundation
Creative Aging
Deupree Family Foundation
DirectFX
The Doole Family Charitable  
  Foundation
Echo Systems
First Horizon
Hohenberg Foundation
Housing Preservation, Inc.
Johnny Trailers
LSI Graphics
Netflix
Penny Hardaway Inc.
Redeemer Presbyterian Church
St. Jude Children’s Research  
  Hospital
State of Tennessee
Sternberg Foundation
Tennessee Golf Foundation
Tennessee Valley Authority

Up to $999
4F Design
AstraZeneca

Bank3
Campfire Collective
cityCURRENT
Evergreen Garden Club
Financial Federal
GW Palmer
The Honeybird Foundation
Jim Keras Automotive
Kiwanis Club of Germantown
LRK Inc.
The Mail Center
McKesson
Medtronic, Inc.
OWS Partnership
Pfizer
Regions Bank
Ronnie Grisanti’s
Smith & Nephew
TOOF American Digital
Wiseacre Brewing

Individual 
Supporters

1901 Society ($10,000 and up)
Anonymous
Allison & Andy Cates
Mrs. George E. Cates
Katie & Keith Cole
Kate & Coleman Connell
Meg & Scott Crosby
Dr. Kristen & Doug Duncan
Dr. & Mrs. M. Boyd Gillespie
Kathryn & Jim Gilliland, Jr.
Liz Gilliland
Bess & Steve Ginty
Melissa & Tom Grimes
Dr. Jeanne & Mr. Frank Jemison,  
  Jr.
Erin & Kim Jenkins
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. McEniry
Simone & Logan Meeks
Bill Metz
Mary & Paul Morris
Evelyn & Bill Reed
Amy & Bill Rhodes
Glenda & Gary Shorb
Bill Townsend
Beverly & Dr. Terry Trojan
Dr. Jewell Ward & Jim Brooks
Melanie & Dr. Frank White

Canopy ($1,000 and up)
Michele & Steve Adelman
Corinne & Robert Adrian
Annette & Lee Askew, III
Jimpsie & Warren Ayres
Vicki & Rob Baird
Mrs. Rebecca W. Ballou
Eric Barnes
Susannah & Kevin Barton
Carrie & Trevor Benitone
Laurie Bigham
Emily & Steve Bishop
Betty Blaylock
Wight F. Boggs
Dr. Thomas Boulden
Sheryl Bowen
Linda & Craig Brashear
Cindy & Kevin Brewer
Ruth Brucker
Joan & C.W. Butler
Pat & Sturla Canale
Dr. Malle Carrasco-Harris &  
  Jeremy Harris
Mary Allison & Andy Cates
Stephanie & Frank Chalona
Drs. Beth Ann Choby & Kent Alan  
  Lee
Ashley & Mac Coffield
Congressman Steve Cohen
Karen Crouch
Alice & Matthew Crow
Beverly Cruthirds & William Fones
Taylor Cupples
Dr. Jennifer & Ned Dannenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Parks Dixon
Beverly & Henry Doggrell
Jerri & Don Donati
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Dudley III
Tommie Dunavant
Randy Engel
Roger Fakes
Pat Faudree
James Marty Ferguson
Margaret & Hugh Fraser
Kelsey & Kenn Gibbs
Holly Guthrie & Thomas Barzizza
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Halliday III
Dr. David Hamilton
Lynne Hamlin
Dr. Linda Hendershot & Bill  
  Rehberg
Linda Hendrix
Lou Henslee

Carolyn & Scott Heppel
Dr. Dennis Higdon
Laura Hine & Greg Fletcher
James Humphreys
Mr. & Mrs. George T. Johnson
Carol Johnson Bishop
Dr. Carol Johnson Dean
Meg Jones & Bill Powell
Mrs. Eugene Katz
Cheryl Kent
Cheryl Kimberling & John Pickens
Allison & Steven King
Ann & Dudley Langston
Mary Linder & Nevada Presley
Dr. & Mrs. Robert R. Llewellyn
Kelly & Eric Martin
Katie & Buddy McDaniel
Margaret & Alexander McLean
Phoebe Miller
Barbara & Bruce Newman
Carita & Alston Palmer
Kim & Blair H. Perry
Jade & John Planchon
Anita & Ray Pohlman
Trish & John Pontius
Ann & Matt Prince
Lauren & Eddie Robinson
Carol & Mike Ross-Spang
Diane Rudner
Elizabeth Rudnick & Elton Parker
Martha & Joe Saab
Judy & King Self
Leslie Shankman-Cohn & Robert  
  Schreiber
Ernestine Smith
Patti & Ritchie Smith
Lisa & John Bayard Snowden
Megan & Justin Starling
Lauren & Justin Taylor
Mary Ann Judge Thornton
Renee Trammell & Nikki  
  Schroeder
Kathryn & Stan Turk
Louise & Calvin Turley
Margaret A. Turley
KC & Dr. Jeff Warren
Bruce Watson
Dr. Linda O. Wible
Mary Wilder & Charles Fox
Carol Wilshire & Bob Richards
Juliet Wischmeyer
Nancy Wood & Rick Wood III
Mindy Wurzburg & Blair Parker

Overton Park Conservancy gratefully acknowledges the individuals and organizations who made donations and in-kind 
gifts from January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025, including donors to the Overton Park 9 golf course and Overton Park 
Junior Open. We also thank those donors who wished to remain anonymous. If we have inadvertently omitted the name 
of one of our supporters, we sincerely apologize. While not listed individually here, we are also grateful for the more than 
450 supporters of last year’s Overton Park 99 tournament!
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Michelle Ye
Dr. Jan Young

Roots ($240 and up)
Patty & Lee Abraham
Drs. Louise & Ray Allen
Suzanne & J. Walter Allen
Betty Alsup
Susan & Bill Andrews
Mr. & Mrs. Ward Archer, Jr.
Jess Arndorfer & Amy Vavere
Paige Arnold
Julie & Bryce Ashby
Mallory Bader & Andy Greenman
Susan & Robert Barnett
Betsy Belz
Rebekah Berlin & Matthew  
  Owens
Pam & Sam Blair
Christi & Patrick Blake
Leigh Ann Blakely & Dennis Elrod
Rev. Elaine Blanchard & Anna  
  Neal
Dr. Karen Bowyer
Pam Branham
Mr. & Mrs. Frank C Breese III
Melissa & Gary Bridgman
Andria K. Brown
Diane & Craig Brown
Lisa & Jody Brown
Mary Beth Burnett & Janice Hill
Maureen Burns
Katherine & Stephen Bush
Susan & Rice Byars
Dr. Douglas Campbell
Sarah & Richard Campbell
Craig L. Cardwell
Dr. Elena & Eric Caron
Caroline & Greg Carrico
Ebet Carrière Peeples
Stephanie & Chip Chockley
Kathryn Clancy & Steven Brown
Tricia Clark
Ann Clements & Bobby Carter
Suzanna Cody
Ann Coleman
Jonathan W. Coleman
Maggie Conway
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Craddock,  
  Jr.
Victoria Davis & Eric Lupfer
Samantha & Christopher Dean
Terese Deboo
Kathryn Deshpande & Jon Katze
Pam Detrie & Jenny Bartlett- 
  Prescott
Nicole Dorsey & Vaughan Dewar
Debra & Reid Dulberger
Billy Dunavant IV
Kelly Eddleman
Dr. Scott Edwards

Susie Elson
Michael Falcone
Kathy Fay
Joanna & Robert Fehse
Jen Frank & Olaf Schulz
Juan J. Fuentes & Robert F.  
  Thompson
Minnassa Gabon
Kim & John Gaskill
Julia & Bill Gibbons
Manda & Kevin Gibson
Thomas Gleeson
Arnold Goldin
Kate & Robert Gooch
Bill Goodman
Alice Goodman-Ruthven
Leslie & Stephen Goodwin
Chrystal & Aram Goudsouzian
Emily & Ben Graham
Romney Grandi & Robert Bader
John Griffin, Jr.
Drs. Baker Gross & Hunter  
  Rittenberry
Kim & Noah Guess
Carol & Joseph Hagan
Haley & Ryan Hall
Linda & Mark Hamilton
Jane & Eddie Hankins
Ashley & Dan Harper
Bonny Harrison
W. Ja Hayes
Meredith Hennessy & Louis Stifter
Christina & Brian Herrera
Ann & Dr. Henry Herrod
Duncan Howell
Margaret & Dr. Charles Hubbert
J. Humphries & Sean O’Brien
Carissa Hussong & David Lusk
Penelope Huston & Mike Humes
Margaret & Kenny Jabbour
Drs. B. Kay Jackson & Thomas  
  Shelton
Margaret Jefferson & Edwin  
  Thomas
Drs. Lisa & David Jennings
Jeannie & Jim Johnson
Mary & Dr. Ron Jones
Mary P. & Stan Jones
Lyn & John Joyner
Meggan & Daniel Kiel
Julie & Ray Kinney
Paula & Jim Kovarik
Mr. & Mrs. Michael V. Landrum
Brenda & Dr. Jim Lanier
Drs. Kate LeCroy & Riley Spahn
Moriah & Sam Lee
Stephen Leffler
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Lewis
Marjean Liggett & Kristi Estes
Gloria Linder
Bobye List

Cindy Loewenberg
Ellen & Tim Logan
Diane & Tom Long
J.T. Malasri
Susan & B. Lee Mallory
Amy & Cameron Mann
Sammy Ann Marshall
Hope & Tom Martin
Jean & Steve Maskas
Teri Mason
Amanda Mauck & Jeremie  
  Skinner
Estella Mayhue-Greer
Mack Evans McCaul, Jr.
Jennifer & Tom McConnell
Cornelia & W.C. McDaniel
Robbie & K. Scott McDermott
Debbie & Chris McHaney
Melissa McMasters
Emma Meskovic
Billy Milligan
Drs. Claudia Moise & Richard  
  Aycock
Gayle Moore
Amy & Brad Moritz
Layne Moritz & David Patrick
Amy & Dan Moses
Kaci Murley & Ian Nunley
Ann Murphy
Laura & William Murphy
Michelle Naef & Michael Ham
Jamie Naylor
Mercy & Rick Neal
Dr. Monika Nenon
Linda & Dr. Ellis Neufeld
Drs. Linda Nichols & Robert Burns
Thad Nowak
Dr. Jennifer O’Bryan & Richard  
  Wiggs
Jimmy Ogle
Juanita Ortiz & Nelson Gutierrez
Laura & Wes Osier
Drs. Eva Payne & Evan Kingsley
Allison Peel-Peyton & Beau  
  Peyton
Susan Penn & Dr. Ron McDonald
Marisa & Dr. Sean Phipps
Pallas Pidgeon
Kim & Billy Post
Sarah & Niel Prosser
Jana & Hugh Pulley
Kristen Rambo & Silas Armstrong
Mary Leslie & Lee Ramsey
Sara Ratner & Harry Freeman
Margaret Reed Bell & Neil Bell
Karen & Murray Riss
Ashley & Michael Robilio
Latanyua & James Robinson
Colin Rork
John Ross
Debbie & Mark Rutkowski

Mr. Bret Sanders & Dr. Charles  
  Fraga
Taska Sanford & Travis Brooks
Ann & Bill Schultz
Poppy & Ike Seelbinder
Kerry Sernel
Dr. Emily Shortridge
Barrie & Mike Simpson
Jennifer Sink & Buck Wellford
Cecile Skaggs
John Slater
Bethany Smith & Joe Larkins
Kathryn & Dan Springfield
Susan Steele & Lisa Cooley
Sara & Jordan Stephens
Erica Stoltz & Sujan Rajbhandary
Sarah & Reid Stuart
Tina & Pete Sullivan
Elizabeth & John Sumner
Raymond Sutton
Barbara & Gary Sysak
Clara Talley & Stephen Humbert
Melody & Bruce Taylor
Lissa Thompson
Nancy & Jeffrey Thompson
Sharon & Dr. Edwin Thorpe
Becky Trimble
Mindy & Alex Turley
Brier Smith Turner
Courtnay & Kyle Veazey
Kristen & Richard Vining
Ardelle & Rev. Scott Walters
Mary Linda & Dr. Lee Wardlaw
Vicki Weber
Catherine & Joe Weingarten
Patty & Steven Welch
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Wenner
Stephen Dennis White
Nancy Wiers & Laura Harris
Andrea Wiley
Kathy & Steve Williams
Missy & Bill Williams
Natalie Wilson
Gretchen & Houston Winbigler
Matt Winemiller
Sarahbeth Winn & Dr. Donal  
  Harris
Chet Winstead
Susan Wunderlich
Amanda Yarbro-Dill & Brandon  
  Dill

Annual Fund (Up to $239)
Colleen Able
Katherine & Ben Adams, Jr.
Larry Alexander
Amy Amundsen & Judge Robert  
  Childers
Pat & Newton Anderson
Meredith & Chip Armstrong
Terri Arnett
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Jeanne Arthur
Jeannie & Philip Ashford
Trinity Atteberry
Claire & Don Austin
Anne Ballam
Camilla & Jerry Barber
Caroline Barnett
Elizabeth C. Barnett
Shauna & Jeremy Bateman
Stephanie & Dan Beasley
Richard Beckwith
Abbey & Bryan Benjamin
Patti & Michael Berry
Louise & James Biedenharn III
Betsy Black
Carl Black
Sarah Blackburn & Aaron Klimek
Johnny & Tristan Blount
Phyllis Boger
Benjamin Boswell
Regina & Bill Boyd
Patricia Brainard
Erin & DeWayne Breckenridge II
Drs. Sara & Eric Bridges
Hayley Brooks & Jake Tempchin
Sarah Brown & Eric Pugliese
Dr. Joyce Broyles & Larry Bomar
Claire Brulatour
Charlotte Fineberg-Buchner &  
  Clark Buchner III
Drew Buchner
Judy Buffa
Lynn & Jon Buhler
Will Bullock
Drs. Tracie Burke & Maureen  
  O’Brien
Diana & Eddie Burton
Corinna & Dr. Luis Campos
G. Coble Caperton
Alex & Kelly Carpenter
Catherine Carroll
Carla & Chuck Carter
Caleb Castillo
Emily Cerrito
Amber Chaney
Rebecca & Jim Chappell
Mary Ellen & William Chase, Jr.
Gina & Jim Christian
Karen & Michael Clark
Deborah Clubb & David Wayne  
  Brown
Oliver Cobb III
Linda & Dr. James Cochran
Thad Cockrill & Barry Godwin
Lanny Coker
Bard Cole
Jim Cole
Rebecca & Matthew Commons
Marilyn & Harvey Cook
Nicholas Cornwell
Madeline & David Cotton

Susan Courson-Smith & H.B.  
  Smith
Kevin Cox
Maysey Craddock
Sandra Crook
Beth & Gary Crooms
Paige Czarnecki
Julie Dahlhauser
Annelise Danielson & David  
  Swider
Tatine Darker & Bruce  
  VanWyngarden
Ellen Daugherty & Jeff Jackson
Jessica & Bryce Daves
Madge & Whit Deacon
Carol DeForest & Barron Boyd
Kade Dickerson
Melissa Dison & Fernando  
  Martins Pereira
Shannon & Brian Dixon
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Donahoe
Carole Doorley & Patrick Jones
Amy Beth Dudley
Cherry & Kenny Duke
Dr. John T. Dulaney
Marilyn Dunavant
Ms. Charlotte Edge Boggs
Jordan & Bryan Edmundson
Steve Edmundson
Leann Edwards
Madeleine & Thomas Edwards
Sarah & Jacob Edwards
Elisabeth Eickhoff
Sherry & Jeff Emerson
V. Lynn Evans
Fields Falcone
Babs & Jef Feibelman
Dan Flick
Krissy & Ryan Flickinger
Bennett Foster
Julie Freeman & Stuart Heyman
Janet & Les Freeman
Jessica & Timothy Fuller
Leah Gafni
Drs. Elizabeth & Louis Gamble
Kalyani & Vaibhav Garde
J. Gaudet
Blair & Dallas Geer
Laura & Josh Gettys
Cynthia Gholson
Anne & Frank Gianotti
Marilyn & Louis Glazer
Laura Goodman-Bryan
Tara & Robert Gordon
Candace & Denico Gray
Michelle & Jody Griggs
Cyndy Grivich Tucker
Heather & Henry Grosvenor
Ross Gulotta
Judith Hammond
Corie & Thor Harland

Daniel Harris
Mayor Lee Harris
Barbara Jean Harvell
Albert Harvey
James Hay
Alyce & Stephen Haynes
Cara & Rick Hechinger
Jane & Tom Heineke
Edith & Bob Heller
Rick E. Henderson
Heather & Edward Hettinger
Catherine Higdon
Elise Higdon McKelvey
Nancy & Gene Holcomb
Janice M. Holder
Natalie & Ben Hollaway
Sara Holmes
Betsy & Jason Hood
Anne Hooper
Dawn Hopkins
Ellen & Jon Hornyak
Carrie Hough
Vivian Hyneman
Eleanor & Dr. Jonathan Jacobs
Peggy & L.R. Jalenak, Jr.
Drs. Carolyn & Alan Jaslow
Amanda & Jason Johns
Denise & Calvin Johnson
Max Johnson
Catherine Jones
Marion & Don Jones
Palmer & John Jones
Sheila Jordan Cunningham
Joshua Joy
Gail Karr
Jamie & Nick Katerberg
Millie & Alan Katzen
Natalie Kay
Mary-Ellen & Richard Kelly
Jeri & Tim Killett
Sally & Richard Kimball
Cassie King
Katherine Knapp, MD
Heather & Joseph Koury
Cindy Kramer
Kay & Hayden Lait
Regan & Brooks Lamb
Brent Landon
Lynette Larkins
Daniel Larsen
Jana & Brad Larson
Lisa Lawrence & John Hodges
Mary Lois Lawrence
Karen Lebovitz & Steve Cantor
Sarah Lebovitz & Richard  
  Huddleston
Patti Lechman & Bert Sharpe
Cat Lencke & Jeremiah McGuire
Katy Leopard
Emma Less
Susan & Fred Levko

Marcia Levy
Sheila & Eric Lewis
James Lindstrom
Sue Ann & Bernard Lipsey
Charles London
Laura Loth
Margot Lueck-Zastoupil & Lynn  
  Zastoupil
Dianne & Richard Magevney Sr.
Jacqueline Majors & Christopher  
  Garner
Deidre & Dr. Patrick Malone
Julie Marks & Michael Nelson
Edith Marshall
Brian Martinelli
Susan & Drew Mascolino
Michelle & Andrew Mathewes
Eleanore & Barry Maynard
Micha Mayotte
Mrs. Alice E. McCabe
Janie McCrary
Brittany McCue
Dr. Brennan & Ben McCullar
Kathleen McElroy & Sam White
Rose McGee
Dr. & Mrs. J. Lucius McGehee
Robert McIntosh
Susan & Bill McKnight
Bethany & Zac McRae
Katie & Jay Mead
Marilyn & Benjamin Meeks
Jan & Dr. David Melton
Mary Claire Melton
Paul Melton
Christina & Winston Miller
Ellen Miller
Lydia & Allen Mims
Sumita Montgomery
Susan Moon & Mark Weaver
Jennean & Sebastrian Morris
Mark Morrison
Will Moss
Maggie Muehleman
Jenny Munn & Abbott  
  Widdicombe
Jason Nall
Larry Nance
Jamie & Peter Nelson
Jacquelyn Nerren
Cheryl & Steve Nevares
Regina & Robert Newman
Hung Nguyen
Leah & Jackie Nichols
Barbara & Bill Nixon
Ms. Leslie Beck Norman
Randy Norwood
Janice Oliver
Kent Overturf
Peggy Owen
Richard Owen
Jane Owens



Monthly donors are the backbone of the 
Conservancy, providing us with steady 
support that funds our daily care of the 
park. Our most popular level, $20 per 
month, makes you a member of our Roots 
giving society, which comes with access 
to member-only gatherings. Bump up to 
$85 a month to join our Canopy giving 
society, and you’ll get an invitation to our 
signature spring tour, Wildflowers & Wine.

But you don’t need to join a giving society 
to get a special member gift! Monthly 
donors of any amount receive our 
brand-new field guide to native plants 
and their pollinators, which will help 
you plan your own native garden and 
recognize some of the many insects that 
will come to visit. Visit overtonpark.org/
give to start your monthly donation.
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Marina Pacini & David McCarthy
Sara Palmer & Jonathan Novi
Jenni & Andrew Pappas
Allison & Tommy Parker
Leslie & Randy Parker
Janet Partridge & Thomas  
  Lawrence
Peri Jane Pate & John Baker
Margaret Paydar
Jennifer Payne & Bryan Roberson
Cindy & J.C. Pendergrast
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Peterson
Dr. Sarah Petschonek & Eric  
  Mathews
Joseph R. Pfeiffer
Michele & Glenn Phillips
Cristina & Cap Pinkham
Nancy Piretti
Jon Plumlee
Kelly & Abe Powell
Barbara & Paul Presley
Dorothy & Robert Pugh
Rachel & Charlie Ragan
Tessa Rankin & Dennis Roose
Ellen Ranson
Marty & Steve Redding
Mary Reed
Ellie & Rev. Ollie Rencher
Rev. Dr. Carol & Dr. Greer  
  Richardson
Leigh & Todd Richardson

Anne Richey
Mel & Bud Richey
Carol & Wayne Risher
Anna & Dr. Gwin Robbins
Linda Roberts & Kevin Walsh
Julia & Marc Robson
Barney Rolfes Jr.
Steph & Scott Rollen
Steven Ross
Kerry & Nathan Roy
Janet & Paul Rubin
Mary & Bill Rubin
Christine Ruby & Matthew Coveny
Nancy Russell & Turner Foster
Parker Rutherford
Kathleen Sauser
Leigh Savage & Donna Blackard
Paul Sax
Dr. Aubrey Schacter
Dale Schaefer
Marcia & David Scher
J. Scherping
Linley Schmidt & Jonathan  
  McCarver
Sally & Robbie Segal
Mike Shaul
Stephanie & Adam Shelton
Jennifer & Ermyias Shiberou
Rachael & Chilton Simmons
Linda & Ron Sklar
Caroline Smith

Stacey Smith
Linda Sowell
Taryn & Jim Spake
David Sparks
Terry Spencer
Ginger & Josh Spickler
Scott Springer
Dr. Tim Stachowski
Jill & Ken Steinberg
Nancy & John Stinchfield
Pam & Dr. Dennis Stokes
Emily & Irénée Strack
Dr. Gail Streete
Mary Streete
Melyne & Jim Strickland
Traci & Mark Strickland
Marci & Jay Sweeney
Christine Tague
Abby & Henry Talbot
Dr. Barbara J. Taller
Robert Taylor
RubyeLynn & Dr. Bethel Thomas
Caleb Tinkle
Marti Tippens Murphy & Dan  
  Murphy
Dr. David A. Tipton
Emily Trenholm & Les Edwards
Susan & Bill Trimble
Betty & Bill Turner
Dr. Anne Utley
 

Victoria Van Cleef & Dr. Michael  
  Dyer
Lauren Veline & Emily Schmidt
Meghan & Hank Verrell
Dr. & Mrs. John Vookles
Kameron Walker
Marsha Walton & Chris Wetzel
Elizabeth & Scott Warren
Katherine & Peter Warren
Denise Watkins
Bethany & Stephen Watts
John Weeden
Tamara & Kim Wegenke
Marcia Wells
Mayor AC Wharton, Jr., & Mrs.  
  Ruby Wharton
Carole G. Whitehead
Katherine Wiggins
Ginny & Phillip Wilcox
Barbara Willden
Gay & Mike Williams
Dr. Mark Winborn
Stephen Wirls
Emily Woodside & Dr. Bill Falvey
Dr. Ann Marie Wranovix
Mary & Jock Wright
Sharon Younger & Carol Ann  
  Mallory
Arielle & Tal Zamir

Give monthly...get our new field guide!



Voting Board Members
Wight F. Boggs
Linda Brashear
Keith Cole
Meg Crosby
Billy Dunavant, IV
William Fones
Tom Grimes, Chair 
Laura Hine
Dr. Carol Johnson Dean
Lisa Krupicka
Estella Mayhue-Greer
Hunter Meriweather
Elton Parker
Carol Ross-Spang 
Amelia Thompson
Michelle Ye

Ex Officio Board Members 
Justice Bolden 
Memphis Parks

Carissa Hussong 
Metal Museum

Dr. Zoe Kahr 
Brooks Museum of Art

Matt Thompson 
Memphis Zoo

Natalie Wilson 
Overton Park Shell

Member Emeritus
Gary Shorb

Staff 
Kaci Murley 
Executive Director

Dr. Eric Bridges 
Director of Operations & 
Capital Improvements

Dr. Malle Carrasco-Harris 
Programs Manager

Annelise Danielson 
Community & Business 
Development Manager

Fields Falcone 
Stewardship Manager

Elise Higdon 
Director of Development

Melissa McMasters 
Director of Communications

Kim Perry 
Finance & Administration 
Manager

Andrew Weda 
Operations Manager

The Overton Almanac

W E A T H E R  O U T L O O K  F O R  S U M M E R

K E E P  A  L O O K  O U T  F O R  T H E S E

According to The Farmer’s Almanac, June – 
September will be abnormally hot and dry. We 
predict lots of watering will be necessary to keep 
the park’s pollinator gardens healthy and robust.

Many birds are nesting in the park, including 
ruby-throated hummingbirds, Northern 
cardinals, downy woodpeckers, blue jays, 
and white-eyed vireos. Listen for the begging 
sounds of baby birds in the forest and look up 
to see who’s calling. On the Greensward, look 
to the sky to see Mississippi kites and several 
hawk species put on aerial displays. 


