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Bless this mess! A deep dive into the Old Forest
     It’s right there in the 
name: Overton Park’s 126-
acre forest is old. It boasts 
trees that have been here 
for 185 years, towering 
over 100 feet into the sky. 
But an “old-growth forest” 
is so much more than just 
long-lived trees.

     What sets the Old 
Forest apart from many 
other patches of forest 
in Shelby County is that 
this forest has never been 
farmed or cleared. That 
means it’s had hundreds of years to develop complex 
layers, each with its own unique role to play in a lively 
ecosystem. From the tallest trees in the canopy to the 
fungi recycling rotten wood on the forest floor, every 
level of the forest provides critical habitat for wildlife 
and important services for people. 

     Sometimes these layers...well, they look like a mess. 
Tangled vines, dense shrubs, and piles of fallen limbs 
are not what we’ve grown accustomed to seeing in 
our yards or in young forests growing in after being 
farmed. But what this mess actually means is diversity. 
It means a mosaic of habitats on multiple levels 
between the canopy and the floor. It means a variety 
of animals that can find food and shelter here. It means 
old trees, young trees, even dead trees; it means thick 
trunks alongside skinny stems. The mess is the magic.

     To understand why a forest needs all these things 
that might look chaotic to our eyes, let’s explore the 
layers of our Old Forest, from top to bottom.

The Canopy
     The tallest trees in 
the Old Forest — tulip 
poplars, sycamores, and 
11 species of oaks — are 
the reason you can walk 
out of the relentless 
summer sunshine and feel 
the relief of an immediate 
temperature drop. These 
trees, which range from 
50 to more than 150 feet 
tall, form the canopy layer, 
which creates an umbrella 

of shade over us, along with everything else living in 
the forest. Everything that happens below is dictated 
by the state of the canopy above.

     Because the crowns of our tallest trees take 
up most of the sunlight in the forest, much of the 
photosynthesis (the process that releases oxygen into 
our environment) takes place there. Canopy trees 
intercept wind and rain, making the forest interior more 
stable during weather events. 

     Those 11 oak species come from the genus 
Quercus, which supports more wildlife species than 
any other tree genus on the continent. Across America, 
oaks attract nearly 900 species of caterpillars, 
according to ecologist Doug Tallamy. Caterpillars are 
a critical part of a forest’s food web, as they are a soft, 
easy-to-swallow food for birds to feed young. (Nature’s 
baby food!) Tallamy’s research showed that a single 
pair of chickadees needs 6,000-9,000 caterpillars to 
feed one clutch of babies! Such nourishment is far 
easier to come by in a forest filled with oaks.
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      We’ve shared 
a lot over 
the past few 
years about 
the work of 
our Director of 
Operations, Eric 
Bridges, who 
is conducting 
his doctoral 
research 
into why the 
species that 
make up the 

canopy layer are failing to regenerate at a healthy 
rate. As the old giants fall, new oaks and tulip poplars 
are having trouble getting tall enough to make it back 
to the canopy before being outcompeted by shorter-
maturing species. Losing this layer would mean losing 
the many services these trees provide to wildlife, and it 
would mean losing the feeling of walking into a living, 
breathing cathedral. Developing strategies to help 
those species along makes it more likely that future 
generations will experience this forest in the same way 
we do.

The Understory
     Below the canopy is a layer of shorter trees, 
between about 20-50 feet in height. Because these 
trees don’t get much sunlight unless a gap opens up 
in the canopy, this layer is home to some stress- and 
shade-tolerant trees like maples, elms, sweetgums, 
black gums, and hickories. It also holds canopy species 
that haven’t reached their full height yet. 

     This layer provides different heights from which 
birds can nest and hunt, and serves as an important 
backup in the event of a disturbance to the canopy. 

Should oaks all die 
off, the Old Forest 
would still exist 
as a forest, but 
the tallest trees 
would be shorter, 
and the diversity 
of wildlife would 
be diminished 
because so much 
depends on the 
oaks. But shorter-
growing species 
have their roles to 
play as well.

      Sugar maples, 
in particular, can 
tolerate the shade produced by taller species because 
they grow so slowly. Sometimes it can take a maple 
decades to reach a few feet tall, and that’s because 
they’re able to bide their time waiting for a gap in the 
canopy to send them some sunlight. 

     These trees reward us with magnificent fall color, 
but they’re also important for wildlife. In late winter, 
freezing nights and warmer days create the pressures 
in the sugar maple that cause it to produce sap. 
Yellow-bellied sapsuckers come through, use their bills 
to drill a row of holes around the tree trunk, and drink 
the sap. Ruby-throated hummingbirds and insects 
also love to drink the sugary solution, and you may 
see moths, butterflies, beetles, wasps, flies, and other 
small insects following behind sapsuckers to enjoy the 
spoils. In addition, the seeds, buds, twigs, and leaves 
provide food for squirrels, chipmunks, and finches, 
while pileated woodpeckers and hermit thrushes use 
the trees to forage for insects.

A stand of sugar maples lines the Green Trail in the Old Forest.

Yellow-bellied sapsucker

A summer tanager feeds her young a foraged caterpillar.

Gazing up at our diverse canopy trees.
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Vines
     Vines, almost by 
definition, don’t occupy 
a single layer of the 
forest. They either 
sprawl on the ground, 
or, if they have support, 
they can reach all the 
way up to the canopy. 
But any celebration of 
the messiness of an 
old-growth forest has 
to include these plants.

     From the leafy 
Virginia creeper, to the beautiful yellow and red 
trumpet-like flowers of cross vine, to the decades-old 
grape vines that are thicker than many surrounding 
tree trunks, our forest is full of vines — more than three 
dozen species of them. If this were a forest being 
managed for timber, vines would be the enemy — they 
can twist tree trunks as they climb, making the wood 
less valuable for sale. But because we’re managing for 
a healthy ecosystem, we value the habitat niches that 
the native vines create.

     In grape vines alone, insects like sphinx moth 
caterpillars eat the leaves, cardinals and catbirds eat 
the fruits, and robins and red-eyed vireos use strips of 
the bark to build their nests.

The Shrub and Seedling Layer
     This layer contains plants that grow about 15-20 feet 
in height: small trees like pawpaws, box elders, and 
mulberries; shrubs like spicebush and red buckeye; 
and the saplings of trees that will grow much larger.

     Much like vines, shrubs provide little value in a 
forest that’s meant for logging. They’re too small to 
yield valuable timber either for sale or for firewood, 
and they produce multiple forked stems rather than 

the one dominant stem 
characteristic of a tree. But 
what may be impractical 
for human use is a perfect 
bed for birds. 

     A white-eyed vireo 
chooses her nest location 
by sitting in a Y-shaped 
fork about 2-6 feet off the 
ground, twisting to test it 
for durability. She and her 
mate then use spiderwebs, plant material, and lichens 
to build a pendulum-shaped cup that hangs down from 
the fork. From this spot close to the ground, they can 
collect spiders, caterpillars, beetles, and other insects 
for themselves and their young, staying hidden in the 
dense leaves of the shrub. The lack of “messy” shrubs 
in a typical yard is why you probably won’t see a white-
eyed vireo nest at home; you’ll have to visit the forest 
to hear their electronic-sounding song.

     The plants found 
in the shrub layer are 
also valuable as a food 
source. The pawpaw is 
the sole host plant for 
the zebra swallowtail, 
which means it’s the 
only tree on which this 
butterfly will lay eggs. 
As the caterpillars hatch 
and grow, they eat the 
pawpaw’s leaves. Some 

will become food for birds, while others will mature, 
form cocoons, and re-emerge as bright white or mint-
green butterflies with black stripes. 

     Red buckeyes provide nectar for hummingbirds, 
while spicebush flowers provide food for the earliest-
emerging bees and flower flies, and later in the season 
their fruit feeds birds, raccoons, and opossums.

A grass-carrying wasp nectars on peppervine.

Red buckeyes bloom at eye level through the spring.

The flower of a pawpaw

A white-eyed vireo gathers nest material.
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The Ground Layer
     To walk through the Old Forest in April is to see 
nature’s cheeriest color palette on display. From the 
delicate lavender of woodland phlox to the rafts of 
sunshine-yellow celandine poppies, the woods are 
carpeted with ephemeral wildflowers. These species 
have evolved to burst forth at only this particular time 
of year, where they can soak up the sun before the 
leaves of the canopy trees come in. 

     Because these 
flowers bloom 
before anything 
else, they’re also 
virtually the only 
food source for the 
earliest-emerging 
insects of the 
season. Spend a 
few minutes in a 
patch of cutleaf 
toothwort (the 
first woodland 
wildflower to 
bloom each year), and you’ll see dozens of tiny bees, 
primarily mining bees and cellophane bees, solitary 
species that build their nests in the ground. Queen 
bumble bees also emerge early and need to quickly 
collect enough pollen to feed their first generation of 
worker bees. Several of these bee species only live 
in forests, and they only fly in the spring, making them 
just as fleeting and special a sight as the flowers they 
depend on.

     Of course, you’ll 
find wildflowers in 
the summer and fall, 
too--goldenrods, 
snakeroots, and 
bellflowers are 
common sights when 
the weather is warm. 
These species are 
more shade-tolerant 
than the spring 
ephemerals, and they 

typically have longer growing seasons. In the fall, trail 
edges burst into bloom with a variety of asters. From 
the Greek word for “star,” asters’ late growing season 
is likely an evolutionary tactic. Since their small flowers 
aren’t as showy as some of the earlier-blooming 
beauties, arriving late in the year ensures they’ll attract 
hungry insects with few other options. Those insects 
will spread their pollen and allow them to reproduce.

The Forest Floor
     Our final layer does most of its work out of our 
field of vision. It’s full of fallen trees, decaying leaves, 
moss, fungi, rainwater, animal scat, snakes, lizards, and 
insects you won’t see up high. The forest floor is where 
dead plant matter is recycled, giving rise to new life. 

     Let’s think back to our majestic oak tree, way up 
there in the canopy. A mature oak drops several million 
acorns over the course of its life, along with hundreds 
of thousands of leaves every fall. The leaf litter created 
by oaks and other trees is eaten by small invertebrates 
like beetles, snails, and millipedes, which break it into 
tiny pieces. Fungi and bacteria then decompose those 
pieces, nourishing the soil and creating chemicals that 
can be absorbed by plants. 

     The oak tree itself also 
eventually comes down. 
While a single tree might 
live hundreds of years, 
it only takes one freak 
windstorm to twist it to the 
ground, along with dozens 
of other trees in its path. In 
your yard, you might hire a 
crew to haul away every 
piece of the tree. In the 
forest, we clear only the 
portion blocking a trail and leave the rest. Why?

     These fallen trees support so much life. 
Woodpeckers carve out cavities in them, where they 
build their nests. After the woodpeckers move on, 
smaller songbirds like Carolina chickadees and tufted 
titmice move into the holes to raise their own young. 
Carolina wrens nest low to the ground in the piles of 
limbs left behind, giving them close access to the leaf 
litter where they forage for insects. The logs retain 

A mining bee on cutleaf toothwort

Least skipper on leafy elephant’s foot

Horned passalus beetles eat rotting wood.

Celandine poppies as far as the eye can see.
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moisture and trap fallen leaves, and creatures that rely 
on leaf litter for food and shelter move in, turning the 
area around the dead tree into a nursery with rich soil 
to incubate the next generation of plants.

     A very few of those millions of acorns dropped by 
our oak tree will make it past the mammals and birds 
using them for protein, fat, and carbs. They sink into 
the ground, where all those organisms have worked 
to give them a rich, moist place to sprout. And just like 
that, a life cycle spanning centuries begins anew.

Managing for resilience
     As the last remnant of what was once a great deal 
more forest before the city rose up around it, the 
Old Forest’s trajectory has been altered by humans 
for hundreds of years. As the city evolved, the forest 
became an isolated fragment rather than one piece 
of a much larger habitat, and the natural cycles of 
disruption and regrowth (like periodic burning and 
flooding) were halted. Ornamental plants like wisteria 
brought from overseas by home gardeners escaped 
into the forest, where they had no natural predators 
and could outcompete native plants. Our climate has 
changed, creating more frequent extreme-weather 
events like damaging wind storms and droughts that 
deplete the nutrient and water reserves of trees.

     There are day-to-day impacts, too: litter, pollution, 
pet waste, foot traffic, and stormwater runoff from 
nearby pavement, to name a few. Because the forest 
has been changed so dramatically through human 
activity, it’s important that we try to mitigate some of 
the damage with carefully-considered interventions. 

     Through Eric’s work, we are attempting to 
understand how trees in a stressed, fragmented forest 
regenerate, and how we might help them to thrive. 
Eric’s goal is to write the playbook for managing 
patches of urban forest like ours to be resilient in the 
face of human impacts, especially in an era when the 
climate is changing rapidly.

     “Managing for resilience means you acknowledge 
there will be changes in the species composition and 
in the structure of the forest, but the ecosystem can 
absorb a shock and settle back in,” Eric says. “If you 
have a lot of species and your forest has all these 
different levels, you have higher resilience. It’s like 
an investment portfolio: if your money is spread out 
in multiple places, an impact to one company doesn’t 
affect your overall investment much. In our forest, if 
one or two oak species are lost, there are still many 
trees producing the acorns needed by squirrels and 
blue jays, so the ecosystem is continuing to function.” 

     One way the Conservancy’s management 
encourages native species to thrive is the ongoing 
removal of invasive plants. Thanks to a team of 
volunteers led by Bill Bullock, we’ve made serious 
gains in fighting back plants taking up sunlight and 
nutrients, like tree of heaven, Amur honeysuckle, and 
English ivy. The space vacated by these plants offers 
an opportunity for 
trees that have been 
choked out for years 
by these species 
and especially by 
Chinese privet, which 
the Conservancy 
tackled in a major 
removal effort in 
our first few years. 
As part of Eric’s 
work, he will look 
for opportunities 
in specific places 
formerly occupied 
by invasives to 
give trees a head 
start before quick-
growing shrubs have 
a chance to soak up 
all the sun.

Forests benefit us too
     A complex array of plants supports a wide web 
of life, but plant diversity also benefits people. Some 
of those benefits are emotional — there’s no better 
way to clear your mind than a walk through a forest, 
with a breeze fluttering the leaves, birds singing, and 
butterflies wafting across the trail. But forests like ours 
also provide ecosystem services — they clean and 
slow down stormwater, reduce air pollution, cool down 
air, and store carbon. A forest with multiple layers of 
different plant species is better at doing these things, 
because so many of these functions are performed on 
the surfaces of leaves. More leaves in a forest from top 
to bottom means more work is getting done.

     Forests are complex mosaics, with many working 
parts. Re-creating them is difficult after they’ve been 
destroyed, which is why protecting the forests we have 
is so important. 

     Overton Park Conservancy shoulders the incredible 
responsibility of caring for this space. Your support and 
donations enable groundbreaking research that will 
help us protect the forest from root to canopy. Thank 
you for helping us conserve this precious space.

Eric and intern Ashlee Caruana collect data in a 
research plot.
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Reimagined OP9 golf course opens this month
     Warm weather has 
the grass growing 
in beautifully at the 
redesigned OP9 golf 
course, and plans are 
to welcome the first 
golfers on June 25.

     King Collins Design’s 
renovation of the nine-
hole course includes 
the George Cates 
children’s putting green 
and a new, separate 
chipping area. The City 
of Memphis assisted 
in funding a complete 
irrigation system, 
something the course had always lacked. The City has 
also hired Rob Roy to fill the newly created position 
of Golf Course Superintendent to work alongside 
long-time manager Patrick Canale. It’s the first time 
in the course’s history that there will be a dedicated 
groundskeeper on staff.

     The redesign is full of clever touches meant to 
make the course a subject of endless discussion and 
strategy. Hole #4 is an unusual par 3.5, offering players 
a decision of how to approach the serpentine 192-foot 
green. The very next hole features a bunker nicknamed 
“The X-Box,” a mound that hides a punchbowl green on 
the other side. Golfers will have to hit a blind shot over 

the bunker and anxiously 
wait to see whether their 
ball has hit the green or if 
they must negotiate the 
humps and bumps with a 
chip shot.

     Work is also underway to 
renovate the Abe Goodman 
golf clubhouse. The OP9 
committee contracted 
with Fleming Architects 
to perform a historically 
sensitive restoration of the 
century-old building, making 
it structurally sound from 
basement to roof.

     The building’s interior 
will feature an expanded gathering space with a 
catering kitchen, new restrooms, updated furniture, and 
a golf/gift shop.

     Golfers have gotten used to entering the building 
from the northeast, but the renovation will open up the 
doors on all sides of the building, creating a prominent 
ADA-accessible entrance on the southwest side, facing 
Veterans Plaza Drive. The existing outdoor terrace and 
retaining walls will be rebuilt, and a new “half moon” 
deck will be added to the terrace, increasing the 
amount of outdoor gathering space.

     For the latest info about the course reopening, visit 
overtonpark9.org.

Teeing off on the fifth hole, where the ball must traverse a bunker called “The X-Box” to 
reach a punchbowl green on the other side.

At one time billed as the nation’s largest junior match play golf tournament, the Overton Park Junior Open returns to a 
rejuvenated OP9 in July. This year’s tournament, presented by Nike, will welcome up to 200 golfers from ages 8-17.

A volunteer committee has been working for months to resurrect the tournament, which has a long history of helping young 
Memphians fall in love with the game of golf. Dwight Drinkard, Sr., who co-chairs the committee with Vince Alfonso, Jr., says that 
the OPJO differs from most other junior tournaments in Tennessee because it is a true open, appealing not solely to high-level 
participants. Registration is free of charge. 

Most other tournaments are medal tournaments based on stroke play, where a player’s cumulative score across all holes 
determines the winner. The OPJO is a match play tournament, where golfers play in flights of eight based on age group, and 
the winner is determined based on how many individual holes that player won. This type of scoring is less daunting for less 
experienced golfers, giving them a greater chance at excelling.

For information, registration, and sponsorship info, visit opjunioropen.org.

Overton Park Junior open returns July 11-14
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     When you convene a few nature nerds who happen to enjoy a good pun and 
try to come up with a name for Overton Park Conservancy’s new planned giving 
program, you have to expect a few doozies. Some of us really wanted us to name 
the group The Snags, but we lost that debate. And The Poplar Society — a nod to 
one of the tallest trees in our forest, as well as the main street where visitors enter 
Overton Park — is a pretty good name to have landed on. (See the back page of this 
newsletter for more about the program.)

     Throughout the course of our work in conservation, I’m grateful for the continuous learning I’ve been able 
to enjoy. A snag, for example, is a tree that’s reached the end of its lifespan but is still standing, providing 
enormous ecological benefits to the surrounding forest. It provides crucial habitat for dozens of birds and 
mammals, and allows nutrients to return to the soil through the mosses, lichens, and fungi that grow at its base.

     When one of our titan trees comes down, or is snapped off during a storm 
and becomes a snag, we don’t think of it as gone. It’s simply moving into the 
next phase of its cycle, continuing to be a valuable thread in the rich and 
vibrant tapestry of forest that surrounds it. It’s such an obvious metaphor 
for our planned giving program. Just as a healthy forest must contain some 
dead or dying trees, a healthy organization depends on both highly engaged 
supporters and the legacies of those who have come before.

     Overton Park has become a touchstone for those seeking solace and 
comfort after major life changes or losses. It’s a healing experience to walk 
in the forest for a reminder that life is cyclical, and that the words “birth” and 
“death” imply a clear beginning and ending that don’t actually exist in the 
world of natural phenomena.

     My husband and I have decided to join The Poplar Society so that after 
we’re no longer here in our current physical form, we can still contribute to 
the positive benefits that Overton Park provides, with its profound sense of 
community and its natural wonders. We might just secretly refer to ourselves 
as The Snags.

Still standing, for generations to come

tina’s 
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A pileated woodpecker creates her nest cavity in a 
standing snag in the Old Forest.
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Celebrating 50 years since CPOP v. Volpe
     On April 2, 350 park supporters gathered in the formal gardens for Overton Park Conservancy’s Center of a 
Century celebration, marking 50 years since the Supreme Court ruled that all feasible and prudent alternatives 
must be exhausted before routing Interstate 40 through Overton Park. 

    Pictured below, left to right: Roshun Austin and Lauren Taylor; Gary and Glenda Shorb, Bena Cates, and 
Charlie and Kay Newman; Chase and Miriam Pittman with Katie Hill and Conservancy Board of Directors Chair 
Dr. David Hill; Vaughan Dewar and Nicole Dorsey; live painting by Jamond Bullock of Alive Paint; Mayor Jim 
Strickland, Conservancy Executive Director Tina Sullivan, and Sam Blair.

(All photos by Javen Photography)
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     We were honored to raise a glass of Old Dominick Single Barrel Straight Wheat Whiskey to the 
Conservancy’s late founder George E. Cates, and a glass of champagne to Charlie Newman, the attorney who 
brought Citizens to Preserve Overton Park v. Volpe to the Supreme Court.

     Such a beautiful evening would not have been possible without our partners at LEO Events and our generous 
sponsors: Jim Keras Subaru, Adams Keegan, Duncan Williams Asset Management, Echo Systems Landscape 
Services, Hyde Family Foundation, Makowsky Ringel Greenberg LLC, Memphis Made Brewing Co., Methodist 
University Hospital, and Old Dominick Distillery.

     Pictured below: the team at Jim Keras Subaru presents the Conservancy with a $50,000 check thanks to 
its Share the Love promotion; Gary Shorb honors George Cates; raising a glass to George; Jim Keegan honors 
Charlie Newman; Charlie addresses the crowd; the sun goes down on a memorable night.
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     In March, the 
Conservancy, the 
Memphis Zoo, and the 
City of Memphis were 
thrilled to announce a 
permanent solution to 
the Zoo’s parking needs 
that not only preserves 
the entire Greensward, 
but restores 17 acres 
of mostly forested 
parkland that has 
been inaccessible for 
decades.

     The new plan will 
move the Zoo’s current maintenance area to the park’s 
southeast corner, making use of existing buildings in 
the northern portion of what is now the City’s General 
Services Area. The Zoo’s existing maintenance area, 
located along N. Parkway, will then be converted into 
parking. Along with some restriping of the Zoo’s main 
lot, this reconfiguration adds the 300 spaces the Zoo 
needs without carving out a portion of the Greensward.

     As part of this reorganization of Zoo features, the 
Zoo’s board has also authorized the 17-acre tract of 
parkland on its eastern border to be transferred to 
the Conservancy’s managed area. This tract includes 
space behind Rainbow Lake that is currently used for 
temporary Zoo exhibits, but it’s mostly a continuation 
of the Old Forest’s wooded ecosystem. When this 
acreage was added to the Zoo’s managed area in the 
1980s, it was intended as future exhibit space. Today, 
all parties recognize that having an old-growth forest 
in the urban core is something that sets Memphis apart 
from any other city in the southeast. Removing the 
fence that separates this plot from the rest of the forest 
will allow us to remediate the site, identify locations for 
walking trails, and implement the forest management 
practices the Conservancy already undertakes in the 
adjacent 126-acre Old Forest State Natural Area.

     The Conservancy is also exploring the creation of a 
soft-surface walking path around the perimeter of the 
Greensward to make the space more accessible and 
increase its recreational potential. We’ll also remediate 
soil damage and install landscaping that serves as a 
visual barrier between the Greensward and the Zoo 
parking lots. This dovetails with our desire to rethink 
Rainbow Lake as a more natural water feature, with 
vegetation at the edges.

     Reclaiming forested 
habitat and keeping the 
Greensward whole was 
undoubtedly the best 
choice for the park, but 
there are some trade-offs. 
Throughout 2020 and 
2021, we worked with our 
planning team at Design 
Workshop to develop 
ideas for the southeast 
corner, which was set 
to become part of the 
Conservancy’s managed 
area. After incorporating 

feedback from our public surveys, we were on the 
cusp of unveiling initial concepts when the opportunity 
to revisit the parking issue arose. With a large amount 
of that space now hosting the Zoo’s maintenance 
facility, we needed to go back to the drawing board.

     One of the main concerns in our park planning 
process is the ability to sustain the park’s operations 
over the long term. The southeast corner was a 
desirable location to add some revenue-generating 
activities, because they wouldn’t interfere with how 
people have become accustomed to using the existing 
parts of the park. With much less space to work with, 
it’s less likely that we’ll be able to create significant 
revenue opportunities there.

     So that, once again, is the question: can the 
Conservancy, which currently generates 85% of our 
annual budget from fundraising, find a way to bring in 
some revenue from alternate sources? And if not, how 
can we plan, design, and build amenities that can be 
maintained over the long term within a budget that 
must be raised anew every year?

     The park’s increasing popularity, with more than 1.2 
million visitors in 2021, means that our maintenance 
burden only increases each year. We’ve learned a lot 
in our first decade about how much wear and tear 
features like playgrounds and the dog park receive, 
and we can use that knowledge to design more 
intelligently in the future. 

     Thank you for your patience as we navigate long-
term planning in a park that is ever-changing.

New parking plan restores Greensward, forest

Stay updated on the next chance to 
be involved in the planning process at 
overtonpark.org/email.
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Dr. Malle Carrasco-Harris &  
  Jeremy Harris
Drs. Beth Ann Choby & Kent Alan  
  Lee
Drs. Aimée Christian & Benton  
  Wheeler

cityCURRENT
Beth Claybrook
Suzanna & Mike Cody
Congressman Steve Cohen
Katie & Keith Cole
Meg & Scott Crosby
Alice & Matthew Crow
Lisa Daniel
Jennifer & Ned Dannenberg
Jessica & Bryce Daves
Victoria Davis & Eric Lupfer
Angie & Will Deupree
DirectFX
Duncan Williams Asset  
  Management
Echo Systems
Eclectic Eye
Jordan & Bryan Edmundson
Tara & Scott Elliott
Randy Engel
Enterprise Holdings
Roger Fakes
Pat Faudree
Kim & John Gaskill
Dot & Luther Gause
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Gillespie
Lucia Gilliland
Bess & Steve Ginty
Kate & Robert Gooch
Green Bee Real Estate
Thomas Grimes
Eleanor & Bubba Halliday
Dr. David Hamilton
Tomeka Hart Wigginton & Dr.    
  Russell Wigginton
Ann & Mason Hawkins
Jane Hayden
Linda Hendershot & Bill Rehberg
Mia & Paul Henley
Lou Henslee & Roy Bell
Carolyn & Scott Heppel
Andi & Chick Hill
Katie & Dr. David Hill
Laura Hine & Greg Fletcher
Hohenberg Foundation
James Humphreys
Penelope Huston & Mike Humes
Margaret & Kenny Jabbour
Peggy James Jones
Dr. Jeanne & Mr. Frank Jemison,  
  Jr.
Betty & George Johnson
Drs. Carol Johnson Dean & Willie  
  Dean
Mimsy Jones

Margie & Jimmy Lackie
Elizabeth & Adam Langley
Mary & Bob Loeb
Lisa & Jim Maddox
Dinah & Gary Makowsky
Dianne & Myron Mall
Betty & John Malmo
Carol Marshall & Mike Palazola
Kelly & Eric Martin
Melissa McMasters
Medtronic, Inc.
Simone & Logan Meeks
Mary & Paul Morris
Mueller Industries Inc.
Dot Neale & Doug Ferris
Drs. Theresa & Jebose  
  Okwumabua
P. Parker Phillips
John Pickens
Trish & John Pontius
Redeemer Presbyterian Church
Markova Reed Anderson & Chris  
  Anderson
REI Co-Op
Carol & Bob Richards
Barbara & Frank Ricks
Lucy & Carter Rise
Lauren & Eddie Robinson
Diane Rudner
Michele & Scott Sammons
Taska Sanford & Travis Brooks
Judy & King Self
Glenda & Gary Shorb
Lisa & John Bayard Snowden
St. Jude Children’s Research  
  Hospital
Mary & Frank Stanley
Sternberg Foundation
Conlee & Alex Stringfellow
Tina & Pete Sullivan
Lauren & Justin Taylor
Tennessee Valley Authority
Thomas W. Briggs Foundation
Beverly & Dr. Terry Trojan
Anni & William Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Chip Wallace
Jewell Ward & Jim Brooks
KC & Dr. Jeff Warren
Melanie & Dr. Frank White
Carole Whitehead
Mary Wilder & Chuck Fox
Kathy & Steve Williams
Juliet Wischmeyer
Nancy & Rick Wood
Mindy Wurzburg & Blair Parker

$240 - $999
Katherine & Ben Adams
Suzanne & J. Walter Allen
Linda & Ward Archer
archimania
Paige Arnold
Pan & Carl Awsumb
Melissa Azzi
Mallory Bader & Andy Greenman
Alicia & Don Baker
Rose & Geoff Bakewell
Paula & Cliff Barnes
Kathy Barnes-Lou & Richard Lou
Susannah & Kevin Barton
Greg Baudoin & Greg Campbell
Trevor & Carrie Evans Benitone
Christi & Patrick Blake
Karen Blockman Carrier
Jenay & Alex Boggs
Wendy & Mark Bolding
Martha & Jim Boyd
Pam & Andy Branham
Cindy & Kevin Brewer
Melissa & Gary Bridgman
David Brown & Steven Hoover
Lillian & George H. Brown, Jr.
Olivia & Wallace Bruce
Ruth Brucker
Ginny & Berkeley Burbank
Alice & Dr. George Burruss
Sette & Clark Butcher
Susan & Rice Byars
Dr. Doug Campbell
Kerri Campbell
Elena & Eric Caron
Caroline & Greg Carrico
Ebet Carrière Peeples
Michelle & Ashlee Caruana
Rachel Cheek & Matthew Jakes
Catherine M. Chilton
Stephanie & Chip Chockley
Kay Clancy & Steve Brown
Karen & Michael Clark
Ann Clements & Bobby Carter
Ashley & Mac Coffield
Ann Coleman
Jan & Ron Coleman
Mary Cook & Scott Spencer
Deborah & Bob Craddock
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Craddock, Jr.
Dr. Crista Crisler
Crosstown Arts
Karen Crouch
Samantha & Christopher Dean
Kathryn Deshpande & Jon Katze

Overton Park Conservancy gratefully acknowledges the individuals and organizations who made donations and in-kind 
(noted with italics) gifts from January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021. We also thank those donors who wished to remain 
anonymous. If we have inadvertently omitted the name of one of our supporters, we sincerely apologize.
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Pam Detrie & Jenny Bartlett- 
  Prescott
Mr. & Mrs. Parks Dixon
Dixon Hughes Goodman LLP
Beverly & Henry Doggrell
Ashley & Robert Donati
Nicole Dorsey & Vaughan Dewar
Wendy Doudrick & Laura Lanier
Debra & Reid Dulberger
Dr. Kristen & Doug Duncan
Jason Dunn
Joanna & Robert Fehse
Babs & Jef Feibelman
Jennie & John Fields
Lisa & Jeb Fields
Megan & Steele Ford
Tiffany Ford & Mark Pomerantz
Elizabeth Gibbs
Kat Gordon & Thomas Robinson
Romney Grandi & Robert Bader
Drs. Baker Gross & Hunter  
  Rittenberry
Henry Halle III
Claudia & Bill Haltom
Kelsey Hamilton & Kenn Gibbs
Linda & Mark Hamilton
Jane & Eddie Hankins
Ashley & Dan Harper
Marsha & Ja Hayes
Meredith Hennessy & Louis Stifter
Ann & Dr. Hank Herrod
Janice Hill & Mary Beth Burnett
Cheryl & Troy Hitchcock
James Holland
Sara Holmes
Kathy & Randy Holt
Betsy & Jason Hood
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Horn
Drs. Meyer & Keren Horn
Susan & Michael Horton
Duncan Howell
Margaret & Charles Hubbert
Kent Hughes
Natalie & Jimmy Jalenak
Candy & Rick Jefferies
Elizabeth Jemison & Andrew  
  Malwitz
Erin & Kim Jenkins
Drs. Lisa & David Jennings
Mary & Stan Jones
Meg Jones & Bill Powell
Gale Jones Carson & Dr. KB  
  Turner
Mary-Ellen & Richard Kelly
Janis Knox Boyd
Lisa A. Krupicka
Jennifer & Mike Landrum
Ann & Dudley Langston
Brenda & Jim Lanier

Jana & Brad Larson
Frances & Jake Lawhead
Annette & Gene Lawrence
Karen Lebovitz & Steve Cantor
Leslie & Tim Lee
Moriah & Sam Lee
LEO Events
Sandra Leonard
Lauren & Syd Lerner
Marjean Liggett & Kristi Estes
James Lindstrom
Dr. & Mrs. Robert R. Llewellyn
LRK Inc.
Caroline MacQueen
J.T. Malasri
Susan & B. Lee Mallory
John Mansfield
Julie Marks & Michael Nelson
Beverly Marrero
Mack Evans McCaul, Jr.
Jennifer & Tom McConnell
Cornelia & W.C. McDaniel
Robbie & Scott McDermott
Mr. & Mrs. Stillman McFadden
Debbie, Chris, & Owen McHaney
Margaret & Alec McLean
Memphis Zoo
Corrie & Newton Metcalf, Jr.
Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare
Linda Milbradt
Susan Moon & Mark Weaver
Chapman & Chip Morrow
Nancy & Steve Morrow
Amy & Dan Moses
Nancy Mullins
Christy & Eddie Murphey
Ann Murphy
Laura & William Murphy
Michelle Naef & Michael Ham
Mr. & Mrs. David T. Nanney
Jamie & DJ Naylor
Mercy & Rick Neal
Vicki & Kurt Nelson
Drs. Linda Nichols & Robert Burns
Lori & Dan O’Brien
Nefertiti & Cardell Orrin
Juanita Ortiz & Nelson Gutierrez
Eimir O’Sullivan Jurczyk
Denise & Autry Parker
Pavo Salon
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Payne
Susan Penn & Dr. Ron McDonald
Kathryn Perry & Ford Wilkinson
Kim & Blair Perry
Pfizer
Marisa & Dr. Sean Phipps
Sarah & Niel Prosser
Georgianna & Hugh Pulley
Susan & Robert Quinn

Mary Leslie & Lee Ramsey
Sara Ratner & Harry Freeman
Rhodes Sustainability Coalition
Rev. Carol & Dr. Greer Richardson
Stacye & Gary Richardson
Karen & Murray Riss
Barclay Roberts & Mark Jones
Latanyua & James Robinson
Bilqis Rock & Isaac Howley
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Rogan
Stephen Rogers
Colin Rork
John Ross
Carol & Mike Ross-Spang
Martha & Joe Saab
Mr. Bret Sanders & Dr. Charles  
  Fraga
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Sawyer
Peggy & Bill Scheu
Melanie & Douglas Schrank
Kerry Sernel
Pete Shearon
Charles S. (Steve) Sheppard
Louise & John Slater
Teresa Sloyan
Bethany Smith & Joe Larkins
Ernestine Berry Smith
Sally & Mark Smith
Brier Smith Turner
Gracey & Clay Smythe
Kathryn & Dan Springfield
Megan & Justin Starling
Erica Stoltz & Sujan Rajbhandary
Elizabeth & John Sumner
Clara Talley & Stephen Humbert
Marlene Tate & Murray Tate
Emily & Chris Taylor
Robert Taylor
Tennessee Ornithological Society  
  - Memphis Chapter
The Honeybird Foundation
Sally Thomason
Marti Tippens Murphy & Dan  
  Murphy
Janet Todd & Fleetis Hannah
Emily Trenholm & Les Edwards
Becky Trimble
Cleora & Jimmie Tucker
Yancy Villa
Paige & Scott Walkup
Susan & Dr. David Weber
Angela Weems
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Wenner
Molly & Jason Wexler
Melissa Whitby
Jean Whitney
Missy & Bill Williams
Natalie Wilson
Susan & Kent Wunderlich

Glenda & David Yarbrough

$100 - $239
Lesley & Jay Adkins
Larry Alexander
Sally & Vince Alfonso
Richard Allen
Amazon Smile Foundation
Susan & Bill Andrews
Sally & William Askew
Linda Atwood & Dr. Ellis Neufeld
Dr. & Mrs. James E. Bailey, Jr.
Vicki & Rob Baird
Anne Ballam
Camilla & Jerry Barber
Stephanie & Dan Beasley
Kathleen & Dr. Schorr Behnke
Robin & Dr. Stephen Behrman
Mary Belenchia
Anna & Angus Blair
Elaine Blanchard & Anna Neal
Dr. Patrick Blankinship
Barbara Blum
Mr. & Mrs. L. Kirkpatrick Bobo
Mrs. Richard H. Bodine, Jr.
Toni Boland-Evans
Huddy & J. Bayard Boyle, Jr.
Jenny & John Branston
Carrie & Tony Brooks
Mr. & Mrs. Thornton Brooksbank
Andria K. Brown
Dr. Joyce Broyles & Larry Bomar
Claire Brulatour
Teresa & Bill Bullock
Anita Bunn
Burch, Porter & Johnson
Katherine & Stephen Bush
Joan & C.W. Butler
Baird Callicott
John D. Canale, III
Joseph Carson
Frances & Alan Catmur
Rebecca & Jim Chappell
Susan & Dr. Dale Childress
Gina & James Christian
Christian Community Foundation
Page & Rick Ciordia
Judy Clifft
Lanny Coker
Bard Cole
Jonathan W. Coleman
Community Foundation of  
  Greater Memphis
Dr. Anne Connell
Paula & Edward Cooley
Madeline & David Cotton
Anne & Dr. J. Stansill Covington
Beverly Cruthirds & William Fones
Joanna Curtis & Chris Herrington
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Margaret & Steve Dean
Carol DeForest & Barron Boyd
Mr. & Mrs. John Dewald
Melissa Dison & Fernando  
  Martins Pereira
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Donahoe
Wanda & Donald Donati
Carole Doorley
Robert Ducklo III
Mary Durham & Stephen  
  Lockwood
Laura & Dr. James Eason
Kelly Eddleman
Sophie & Price Edwards
Corinne & Dr. James Elliott
L. Louise & Mike Ellis
Bonnie Engel
Shawna Engel
Stephanie & James Evans
V. Lynn Evans
Fields Falcone
Jason Farina
Kathy Fay & Richard Meek
Gloria & Eddie Felsenthal
Elizabeth & Rick Ferguson
Jean Fisher
Deborah & Robert Foehring
Ellen & Mark Follis
Jen Frank
Juan J. Fuentes & Robert F.  
  Thompson
Ralph Gagliano, Jr.
Virginia Gandy
Drs. Christa George & Chris Wood
Julia & Bill Gibbons
Mr. & Mrs. P. Trowbridge  
  Gillespie, Jr.
Tom Gleeson
Dana Goldman & Jonah  
  McDonald
Leslie & Stephen Goodwin
Grady Gower
Sally Graflund
John Griffin, Jr.
Michelle & Jody Griggs
Shirley & Tom Gurley
Matt Haaga
Llewellyn & Josh Hall
Cynthia Ham & Jeff Sanford
Lynne Hamlin
Martin Hand
Larry Hardy
Lisa & Dave Harris
Stephanie Harrover
Jane & Tom Heineke
Suzanne Henley & James Cole
Christina & Brian Herrera
Cathy Herrington
Heather & Edward Hettinger

Kelley & Matt Hikade
April Holm & Will Murray
Dawn Hopkins
Ellen & Jon Hornyak
Randy Horras
Larry Hughes Bryan
Carissa Hussong & David Lusk
Garnett & Tom Hutton
Susan & Frank Inman, Jr.
Diane Jalfon & Daniel  
  Weickenand
Erica & Dr. Tim Jancelewicz
Drs. Carolyn & Alan Jaslow
Margaret Jefferson & Ed Thomas
Jeannie & Rev. Don Johnson
Joyce & T.J. Johnson
Angela & John Jones
John D. Jones
Mary & Dr. Ron Jones
Lyn & John Joyner
Katherine & Bill Kaelin
Barbara & Roy Keathley
Tricia & Chuck Kerwin
Meggan & Daniel Kiel
Drs. Victoria Kintner-Duffy &  
  William Duffy
Jan & Michael Kirby
Susan & Andrew Kizzee
Leanne Kleinmann
Laura Klettner Bynum & Jim  
  Bynum
Katherine Knapp, MD
Ann Knox
Amanda & Rachel Kohr
Heather & Joseph Koury
Paula Kovarik
Kay & Hayden Lait
Regan & Brooks Lamb
Lambda Alpha Memphis Chapter
Suzanne & Bill Landers
Leah Langford & Nancy Clifton
Nancy & Mike Lawhead
Amanda & Wes Lawrence
Sarah Lebovitz & Richard  
  Huddleston
Mr. & Mrs. Edward B. LeMaster, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Edward B. LeMaster III
Mike Lemm
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Lewis
Sue Ann & Bernard Lipsey
Ms. Liz Love
Lorraine & Gerald Lovel
Maggie & Milton Lovell
Janet & Al Lyons
Antzee & Pat Magruder, Jr.
Patrick Maloney
Sammy Ann Marshall
Brian Martinelli
Jean & Steve Maskas

Price & Shawn Massey
Emily & Mark Matheny
Michelle & Andrew Mathewes
Amanda Mauck-Skinner &  
  Jeremie Skinner
Jeni & Steve McBride
Jenny & Davis McCain
Stacy & Chris McCall
Harriet & John McFadden
Rose McGee
Dr. & Mrs. & J. Lucius McGehee
Mr. & Mrs. Robert N. McGehee, Jr.
Addie McGowan & Matt Inbusch
Susan McKnight
Margot McNeeley & Gary Backaus
Bethany & Zac McRae
Marilyn & Benjamin Meeks
Diane Meess & John Pekar
Memphis Sound Lab
Ms. Olivia J. Montgomery
Prof. Charles B. Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Morgan, Jr.
Laura & John Morris
Mary & Dr. Scott Morris
Commissioner Brandon & Joe  
  Morrison
Jackie & Chris Morton
Kaci Murley & Ian Nunley
Ansley Murphy & Toby Sells
Monika & Thomas Nenon
Netflix
Sarah & Scott Newstok
Leah & Jackie Nichols
Nike, Inc.
Novel Memphis
Dylan Nunley
JoAnna & Dick Osterman
Gwen & Penn Owen
Peter Pace
Cece & Andrew Palazola
Louise Palazola
Jenni & Andrew Pappas
Leslie & Randy Parker
Eva Payne & Evan Kingsley
Paula Payne
Terron & Kevin Perk
Joseph R. Pfeiffer
Kelly Phillips
Maggie & Andrew Phillips
Kim & Billy Post
Rosemary & Mike Potter
Loren & Lee Powell
Mary Powers & Tom Bailey
Dorothy & Robert Pugh
Eric Pugliese
Mr. & Mrs. W.L. Quinlen, III
John Quinn, Jr.
Kristen Rambo & Silas Armstrong
Dr. Thomas Ratliff

C. Barham Ray
Marty & Steve Redding
Ulrike Reiss
Antonia & Sam Rembert, III
Amanda & Ben Ricketts
Sandy & Dr. Webster Riggs
Maryellen & John Riley
Anna & Dr. Gwin Robbins
Dawn & Lee Roberts
Ryann Roberts
Ashley & Michael Robilio
Angela Rodgers
Claude & Bob Rogers
Judy & King Rogers
Bernard Rolfes
Tracy & Steve Rone
Stu Rosen
Christina Rosenthal
Steven Ross
Bill Runyan
Heidi & Dave Rupke
Debbie & Mark Rutkowski
Elizabeth E. Ryan
Anita Sage
Lelia & Russ Savory
Paul Sax
Dr. Aubrey Schacter
Brooke Schedneck & William  
  Starner
Steven Scheer
Marcia & David Scher
J. Scherping
Ann & Bill Schultz
Barrie & Michael Simpson
Beth & Dr. William Smith, Jr.
Patti & Ritchie Smith
Julia & Ham Smythe, IV
Southeastern Asset Management
Taryn & Jim Spake
David Sparks
Misty & Dr. James Stamper
Jill & Ken Steinberg
Peggy & Hugh Stephens
Ann Stewart
Anne & John Stokes
Emily & Irénée Strack
Mary & Jarren Stratton
Don Strother
Ann & Richard Sullivan
Marci & Jay Sweeney
Barbara & Gary Sysak
Melody & Bruce Taylor
Patricia & Phillip Taylor
Roland Taylor
Dr. Linda Tharp
Hailey Thomas
Lissa Thompson
Nancy & Jeffrey Thompson
Randall Thorne



Caleb Tinkle
Dr. David Tipton
TNT Investors Club
Christine & R. Carroll Todd
Leslie & Ted Townsend
Claudia Tullos-Leonard & Anthony  
  Leonard
Louise & Calvin Turley
Wendy Turner
Jeane Umbreit
David Upton
Claire & Yousef Valine
Deborah & Dr. Richard Van Sickle
Carrie & David Vaughan
Courtnay & Kyle Veazey
Mary Linda & Dr. Lee Wardlaw
Ann & Jim Warner
Marilane & Dr. Otis Warr, III
Catherine & Joseph Weingarten
Cheryl & Russ Westlake
Drs. Ginger & Jim Whelan
Karen & Mark Whitby
Stephen Dennis White
Sue & Dr. Jerry Whitt
Lauren & Russell Wiener
Andrea Wiley
Neville & Warfield Williams
Ruthie Williams & Buddy Fey
Dr. Palmer Wilson
Matt Winemiller
Emily Woodside & Dr. Bill Falvey
Stacy Wright & Jim Thompson
Dr. Jan Young
Sharon Younger

Up to $99
Josephine Akiki & Christopher  
  Hastings
Glynn Alexander
Gordon Alexander
Marilyn & Pepper Allen
Larry Anderson
Meredith Armstrong
Joy & Richard Asbury
Rebecca & Mark Askew
Claire & Don Austin
Dr. Syed Azmi
Jennie Bainbridge
Stephanie & Richard Banks
Caroline Barnett
Elizabeth C. Barnett
Sally & Dan Barron
Meg & Michael Bartlett
James Barton
Richard Beckwith
Jennifer Belz
Julia Berger
Curtis Bickers
Carol & Terry Bishop
Sarah Blackburn & Aaron Klimek

Johnny & Tristan Blount
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Boeving
Marion & Jack Borg
Becky Brady
Patricia Brainard
Marie & Eddie Branch
Laurie & Peter Braswell
Susan & Mike Brooks
Brownell Travel
Becky & Gil Callaway
Diane & Dave Cambron
Sarah & Richard Campbell
Corinna & Dr. Luis Campos
Mary Cargill
John Carmichael
Mimi & Marius Carriere
Kathy & Albert Carruthers
Linda & Raymond Case
Stephanie & Frank Chalona
Amber Chaney
Pam & Tom Charlier
Christian Brothers University  
  Honors Program
Michael Chupeco
Linda & Dr. James Cochran
Kimberly & Stuart Cohen
Viola Cole
Nicholas Cornwell
Susan Courson-Smith & H.B.  
  Smith
Elaine Crews
Michele Cullen
Taylor Cupples
Susanne Darnell
Gay Daughdrill Boyd
Brett Davis
Daniel Paul Davis
Robin & Ralph Davison
Terry & Phili Deboo
Tish & Michael Demster
Amanda & Blake Dial
Camille Doty
Teri & Dan Dow
Cherry & Kenny Duke
Kathy & Jerry Dumlao
Gardner Dunavant
Marilyn Dunavant
Karen & David Edwards
Leann Edwards
Elizabeth & Winston Eggleston
Drs. Laura & John Engbretson
Mike Falcone
Annie & Rufus Findley
Stefanie & Thomas Fisher
Tim Flack
Beth Flanagan & Tim Maxwell
Dan Flick
Krissy & Ryan Flickinger
Michelle & Jay Fowke
Kate Friedman

Jessica & Timothy Fuller
Alex Galloway
Camille Gamble
Zada Gates
Blair & Dallas Geer
Lela & Lee Gerald
Cynthia Gholson
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Gibson
Marilyn & Louis Glazer
Maisie Glenn
Laura Goodman-Bryan
Angela Grant & Randy Cox
Cynthia Gratz
Mary Graves
Candace & Denico Gray
Nancy Greenwalt
Kristi Gregory
Cyndy Grivich Tucker
Jane & Mac Gulley
Trish Gully
Jennifer & Paul Hagerman
Judith Hammond
Brad Hanover
Elizabeth & Asa Hardison, III
Ann Clark Harris
Bonny Harrison
Albert Harvey
Debi & Dr. Galen Havner
Gil Hayes
Edith & Bob Heller
Rick E. Henderson
Carrie Henson & Bobby Zinser 
Alan Herbers
Shelby & Coleman Herrod
Carol Hesch
Janice M. Holder
Dr. Alane & Stephen Holliday
Elizabeth Holliday
Anne Hooper
Valerie & Dean Hornbeak
Carrie Hough
Liz & Patrick Hough
Alexandra Howard
Abby Huber
Vivian Hyneman
Peter Hyrka
Monique & Charles Jalenak
Peggy & L.R. Jalenak, Jr.
Katherine James
Martin Jellinek
Paul Jennings
Whitney Jo
Amanda & Jason Johns
Billie Jeanne & Stan Johnson
Lisa Johnson
Kini Kedigh Plumlee & Ralph  
  Plumlee
Jo Kee
Lauren Kennedy & Ben Stanley
Mike Kernell

Jeri & Tim Killett
Libby & Andy King
Elizabeth & Jack Kinney
Ellen Klyce
Jennifer & David Kmet
Sandy Kozik
Aurelia Kyles
Pierre Landaiche
Alice & Gene Landeros
Daniel Larsen
Tracy & Tad Lauritzen Wright
Emma Less
Marjorie Levy
Aimee Lewis
Gregory Liebermann
Denise Little
Padma & Joel Lyons
Susan Mackenzie & Virginia  
  Stallworth
Tommy Marsh
Mr. James A K Marshall
Jessie Marshall
Lewis Marshall
Susan & Drew Mascolino
Renee & Scott Massey
Deborah Matthews
Martha Matthews
Deborah Mays
Laura McArtor
Sharon & Dr. John McCall
James McClanahan
Janie & Charlie McCrary
Forrest McCurdy
Mimi & Ed McDugle
Kathleen McElroy & Sam White
Bob McIntosh
Jay Mead
Pamela Merrill
Phoebe & Dan Miller, III
Billy Milligan
Brittany & Grant Monda
Pat Moody
Cindy & Scott Moore
Gayle Moore
Ginger Morgan
Launa Morris
Courtney & John Murrah
Drs. Gail Murray & Joe Hawes
Larry Nance
Patty & Steven Naumann
Jackie Nerren
Regina & Bob Newman
Patti & James Newsom
Randy Norwood
Tracy & Paul O’Connor
Linda Opiel
Jean Hunter Oppenheimer
Alvis Otero
Marina Pacini & David McCarthy
Marjorie Palazzolo
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Athena Palmer
Deanie Parker
Tracy Parker
Janet Partridge & Tom Lawrence
Sheila & Louis Patrick
Margaret & Majid Paydar
Blair Perry & Ryan Allen
Judith & Kevin Peterson
Abby Phillips
Cristina & Cap Pinkham
William Podesta
Leslie Portis
Sharon Prager & Zach Sandberg
Cynthia & Malcolm Pratt
Meredith Pritchartt
Rachel & Charlie Ragan
Mary & Arthur Ray
Veda Reed
Erik Reese
Gwen Reese
Carson Reid
Ellie & Ollie Rencher
Anna Rich & Terry Gallagher
Melody & Bud Richey
Roy Robbins
John Rochford
Carolyn & Robert M. Rogers
Anneliese Rosdil

Mandy & Rick Rough
Pam Routh
Kerry & Nathan Roy
Mary & Bill Rubin
Janet & Paul Rubin
Sandy & Larry Rutledge
Pam Saavedra
Lacey Samuel
Susan Sanford
Leigh Savage & Donna Blackard
Debby & Steve Schadt
Sarah Schilling
Lisette & Mike Schnieders
Olaf Schulz
Stephen Schwartz
Adrienne Scott
Peggy Seessel
Lauren & Eric Sefton
Sally & Robbie Segal
Marie Sell
Katie & Shawn Sentilles
Colby Seymour
Jennifer & Ermyias Shiberou
Susan Siano
Greer Simonton
Beth Simpson
Linda & Ron Sklar
Steven Sondheim

Betty & Mitchel Spence
Diana Stein Kabakoff
Sally Steuer
Miss Ruth Stevens
Nancy & John Stinchfield
Cameron Stitt
Elise Stratton
Mary Streete
Quinn Strother
Marla Stuart
Mrs. Anne Stubblefield
Samantha Sullivan
Terre & Henry Sullivant
Lana Sumpter
Samantha Tate
Sue & Marc Taylor
Rebecca Terrell & Eric Gottlieb
Rubye Lynn & Bo Thomas
Leann Thompson
Tanja L. Thompson
Mary Todd & Gene Green
Nicole & George Treadwell
William Trimble
Alicja Trout
Sherry & Rob Tucker
Betty & Bill Turner
LeClare & Robert Turner
Kathleen & T. Gaillard Uhlhorn

Ms. Elizabeth Valentine Bennett
Brenda & Leslie Vance
Dr. & Mrs. John Vookles
Donna & Mark Weber
Audrey Webster
Andrew Weda
Karen & Alex Wellford
June West
Candy & Gregg White
Dr. Linda O. Wible
Marilyn & Bailey Wiener
Nancy Wiers & Laura Harris
Gay & Mike Williams
Rosemary & Jake Williams
Peggy & Jim Williamson
Donna & Judson Williford
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Wilson
Gretchen & Houston Winbigler
Stephen Wirls
Jessica & Matthew Wiseman
Gigi & A.J. Wolfe
Courtney & Scott Woodmansee
Marci & Ken Woodmansee
Laura & Andrew Woods
Ann Marie Wranovix
Amanda Yarbro-Dill & Brandon Dill
Linda Yates

Overton Eagle ($100,000+)
Rhodes Family Foundation

Driver ($50,000 - $99,999)
Wight F. Boggs
Bena Cates
John H. Dobbs, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C.  
  Farnsworth III
Glenda & Gary Shorb

Heritage ($25,000 - $49,999)
Orgill Inc.

Legacy ($10,000 - $24,999)
Nancy & Richard Robinson
Janet & Art Seessel
Melanie & Frank White

21st Century ($5,000 - $9,999)
Tara & Scott Elliott
Penny & Jim Keras
Ann & Malcolm McRae

Abe Goodman Society ($1,000 
- $4,999)
Penny & Pete Aviotti
Lee & Joe Duncan
Barbara & Bill Nixon
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Spiro

OP9 Friends (Up to $999)
Mr. & Mrs. Ross A. Boswell
Dr. Maggie DeBon
Hank Hill
Donna Parchman
Andrea Severson

OP9 Supporters
Thanks to all who have supported the golf course renovation. The 
following are gifts made between November 8, 2021 and May 25, 
2022. For a complete list of supporters, visit overtonpark9.org/about.

Thanks to two generous park supporters, Overton 
Park visitors can enjoy free wellness programs three 
days a week this summer. Classes are open to anyone, 
require no pre-registration, and take place in the formal 
gardens. Visit overtonpark.org/events for the most up-
to-date calendar of what’s happening at the park.

Tai chi: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7:15 - 8:00 AM with 
certified instructor Marjean Liggett
Guided meditation: Wednesdays, 8:30 - 9:15 AM with 
author and intuitive guide Michele Sammons

Free wellness classes



Secure your legacy by joining the Poplar Society
     Have you spent a lifetime exploring Overton Park, 
and want to ensure that your loved ones have that 
opportunity for years to come?

     Overton Park Conservancy is excited to formally 
launch the Poplar Society, a special group of 
individuals who have committed to protect the park for 
future generations by remembering the Conservancy 
in their estate plans today.

     Your deferred gift can be designated for 
future capital improvements or the Overton Park 
Sustainability Fund, an endowment that will provide 
annual support for essential operations and upkeep.

Who can be a member of the society?

    Anyone who wants to make a difference and leave 
a meaningful legacy for future generations to enjoy 
the vibrant and beloved Overton Park. Your written 
deferred commitment demonstrates your belief that 
Overton Park should be protected for years to come.

     You can become a member through many planned 
giving options, including wills, charitable gift annuities, 
trusts, life insurance, or retirement plans. Your attorney 

or financial advisor may have suggestions that are best 
suited to your unique needs.

     Members of the Poplar Society receive:

•	 The opportunity to work with the Conservancy 
to leave a legacy that is meaningful to you and 
your family.

•	 The satisfaction of knowing that you are helping 
to plan for, sustain, and protect our ability to 
continue to foster a beautiful, welcoming, and 
safe park for the next generation of users.

•	 An exclusive Poplar Society photo of the park 
framed for displaying in your home or office.

•	 Option to have your name listed as a member of 
the Poplar Society on overtonpark.org.

•	 Your membership acknowledged and 
prominently displayed as a spotlight on social 
media and/or the Conservancy’s website.

     To learn how you can leave your legacy gift to the 
Conservancy, please contact our Deputy Executive 
Director, Kaci Murley, at kmurley@overtonpark.org.

Thanks to our volunteers!
We appreciate the hard work of everyone who has helped make the park beautiful this year. Clockwise from left: volunteers cleaned 
up after February’s ice storm; Pleasant View School students tackled litter; staff from our corporate champions at Makowsky Ringel 
Greenberg LLC performed trail work and repaired picnic tables; the Comcast Cares Day crew spread mulch at Rainbow Lake Playground.


