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     For three 
decades, you 
could count on 
two things on any 
beautiful day in 
Memphis: Overton 
Park would be full 
of people, and the 
Greensward would 
be full of cars.

     On the 
very days that 
Memphians 
flocked to one of 
the only wide-open 
spaces in the city’s 
core, bringing their 
kites and blankets 
for an afternoon in the sunshine, the Greensward was 
clogged with cars spewing exhaust, kicking up dust, 
and rendering a third of the space unsafe, unsightly, and 
unsuitable for recreation.

     That’s all about to change, with your help.

     Last year, Overton Park Conservancy commissioned 
and funded a study of parking and traffic in Overton 
Park by LRK Inc. The process included input from all the 
park’s cultural organizations, our partners at the City 
of Memphis, stakeholder groups from universities to 
running clubs, and the community at large. The resulting 
report identified a path forward, with suggestions for 
reconfiguring and modernizing the Memphis Zoo’s 
parking lot in ways that would require less use of land.

     In July, informed by the results of the report, Mayor 
Jim Strickland proposed a compromise solution that 

would add 415 
spaces to the 
Zoo’s lot without 
significant 
incursion into the 
Greensward. After 
working together 
to fine-tune the 
proposal, Overton 
Park Conservancy 
and the Memphis 
Zoo came to a 
consensus, and 
Memphis City 
Council passed 
a resolution 
supporting the 
project.

     A steering committee was subsequently formed to 
move the project forward, with representatives from the 
Conservancy, the Zoo, the City, and the community. This 
winter, that committee selected Powers Hill Design to 
design and implement the parking lot reconfiguration 
that will eliminate Greensward parking. 

     The City asked that the Zoo and the Conservancy 
each commit to funding 50% of the project, with money 
for design and engineering to be raised by spring. This 
month, City Council passed a resolution requiring each 
organization to come up with $1 million by June 11 in 
order to move forward with design.

Now we need you to help us get 
to the finish line.
     Turn the page to learn how you can help.

Two months, $1 million to take back the Greensward



     Now is the time. We have two months to raise a 
a million dollars, and we can end Greensward 
parking forever.

     Footing 50% of the bill for this project is  a 
a major lift for a five-year-old organization 
operating a free resource with no admission or 
concession fees. While we won’t know our final 
costs until the design process is complete, we 
estimate that our share will amount to around 
$1.5 million.

     This comes in the year when our initial five-
year foundation grants have expired, leaving 
us to raise our full $1 million annual budget with 
little in reserve. We’re pivoting our focus to finally 
ending Greensward parking just as we find 
ourselves in greatest need of support to continue 
our operations.

     That’s how committed we are to returning 
the park to the people of Memphis. 

     The Greensward parking solution that we reached last summer protects the park from further non-park uses. 
It benefits park and Zoo visitors alike, offering a modern, environmentally sensitive design that should reduce 
congestion in and around the lot. And after this project is completed, Overton Park Conservancy can continue the 
momentum we’ve built over the past five years, making the park welcoming, accessible, clean, and beautiful. 

     Every step of the way, Overton Park Conservancy has emphatically demonstrated our commitment to finding 
a long-term solution to this problem. We’ve piloted shuttle programs, created a one-way traffic plan for major 
park events, and implemented multiple projects designed to improve bike and pedestrian access to the park. 
We provided 100% of the funding for the parking and traffic report, while participating in a six-month mediation 
process with the Zoo. We were ready this month with $250,000 to kick off the planning process, and now we will 
take on the task of increasing that number to $1 million by June 11.

     This fundraising effort is our final step in getting this project off the ground. Raising $1 million in two months will 
not be easy, and we will need all our park supporters to stand behind us, but together we can make this happen.

     2017 is truly a make-or-break year for Overton Park Conservancy. If we succeed, we’ll continue creating a 
world-class park, and we’ll do something no 
one has been able to do in three decades: 
end parking on the Greensward. It’s time for 
visitors to Overton Park to be surrounded by 
their neighbors, not their neighbors’ cars. 

     To do this, we will need your commitment 
to be as strong as ours. If you’ve never given 
to the Conservancy before, please make an 
investment in what this park has become, and 
what it could be without cars at its center. If 
you have supported us in the past, we are 
sincerely grateful, and we would be honored 
if you would choose this year to double your 
gift. Overton Park needs you.
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The Greensward plays host to many festivals each year, including the Latino Memphis Festival, A 
Day of Merrymaking, Palestine Fest, the Margarita Festival, and Persian Festival (pictured).

You can donate online at  
www.overtonpark.org/give or enclose 
a check in the envelope provided.

The Greensward offers more than just large events. It’s the perfect place to simply relax and get to 
know your neighbors.
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Bucks for Birds raises money to remove invasives
     Invasive plants 
pose problems for an 
ecosystem like the Old 
Forest, disrupting the 
natural processes that 
support wildlife. The 
more than 100 bird 
species that use the 
Old Forest for food, 
shelter, or nesting 
suffer when non-native 
plants out-compete 
the natives they’ve 
come to rely on. 
Worse, in the case of a 
shrub called nandina, 
which is native to Asia, birds can be poisoned and 
killed by these invasive plants.

     This spring, we’re stepping up for the birds and 
other native wildlife by removing nandina and another 
invasive shrub, mahonia, from the forest. And we’re 
enlisting you--and the birds--to help!

     When you make a pledge to our Bucks for Birds 
campaign this April, you’ll be supporting our work 
to remove invasives in the forest. But you’ll also be 
learning about the incredible diversity of bird life that 
passes through during spring migration.

     Here’s how it works: we’ll be in the Old Forest in 
April, attempting to photograph as many bird species 
as possible. Because April is the peak of migration 
in our area, thousands of birds will use the forest 
as a rest stop on the journey to northern breeding 

grounds. Last year, 
we photographed 45 
distinct species, many 
of them tiny, brightly 
colored warblers who 
stop through our area 
for only a few days 
every year. This year, 
we’re trying to beat 
that number.

     Along the way, we’ll 
post the photos on 
our blog, along with 
information about the 
birds. You’ll meet the 
species that live here 

year-round, as well as those that simply pass through. 

     We’re asking you to pledge a dollar amount of 
your choice for every species we photograph. Pledge 
online at www.pledgeit.org/bucksforbirds, and your 
credit card will be charged at the end of April once we 
have the final tally. If you pledge $1 per bird and we 
see 52 different species, you’ll be donating $52 to the 
health of the Old Forest. 

     As of this printing, our tally was up to 19 species. 
We’re only at 56% of our pledge goal, so please give! 
Our invasive removal budget is $20,000, and we hope 
to raise at least $2,500 of that through this campaign.

TO PLEDGE: www.pledgeit.org/bucksforbirds

TO SEE THE PHOTOS: www.overtonpark.org/
category/bucks-for-birds

This month we held our spring social event for 
Overton Park Roots members. Hosted by Memphis 
College of Art, the patio party featured art projects 
for kids, a look at MCA’s El Nopal installation, 
catering by Whole Foods, beer by Memphis Made, 
and wine provided by Ecco on Overton Park. 
Thanks to all the members who joined us!

Our next event, date TBD, will be a presentation 
by a local scientist especially for our Canopy 
members. If you’d like to join either of these giving 
circles, visit www.overtonpark.org/membership.

Roots & Canopy 
Membership Events
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     April is here, and that means you can visit East 
Parkway Pavilion for the Overton Park Community 
Farmers Market. Presented by Baptist Memorial 
Health Care, the market runs from 3:00 - 7:00 PM 
every Thursday through October.

     Now in its third season at the park, the market 
offers more than a dozen vendors offering fruits, 
vegetables, meats, cheeses, baked goods, and 
prepared foods. To ensure access to healthy 
local food, the market accepts SNAP/EBT cards 
and participates in the Double Green$ program, 
which extends EBT dollars by providing up to $10 
more to spend on fruits and vegetables.

     The market is a partnership between Overton 
Park Conservancy and Rhodes College. Its goal is 
to support a local food economy by providing fresh, affordable products accessible to all Memphians.

Overton Park Community Farmers Market returns

Follow Overton Park Community Farmers Market on Facebook or visit www.opcfm.org for updates on 
which vendors you’ll find at the market each week.

Work begins on park access projects
     It’s about to get 
easier for cyclists and 
pedestrians to move into 
and around Overton Park. 

     The intersection of 
Poplar and N. Cooper St. 
has long been a popular 
place to enter the park 
on foot or by bike. But it 
hasn’t been a particularly 
hospitable one. There’s 
no landing place, and no 
sidewalk that leads to the 
other park roads or trails. 

     That will soon change, as design work began in 
March to develop a small entrance plaza, along with 
a trail connection leading to the Veterans Plaza Drive 
entrance to the park. A sidewalk will also be installed 
along Poplar between Veterans Plaza Drive and 
Tucker Street. Boundary and topographical surveys are 
complete, and Ritchie Smith Associates is developing 
design plans. We hope to break ground in 2018.

     To fund this work, the City received a TDOT grant, 
and Overton Park Conservancy raised matching funds, 
with a lead gift from First Tennessee Foundation. A 
MATA grant was secured for the continuation of the 
sidewalk, which will improve conditions for bus riders 
visiting the park.

     This project was 
conceived several 
years ago when the 
Conservancy participated 
in the Mid-South Regional 
Greenprint planning effort. 
Through a series of public 
meetings, we learned 
how visitors accessed 
the park, and the kind 
of improvements they 
needed to feel safe and 
comfortable coming to the 
park without their vehicles. 

     Other improvements identified in the Greenprint 
process included repair of sidewalks on N. Parkway, 
partially completed by the City of Memphis last year. 
We are currently seeking funding for the continuation 
of the sidewalk to the park entrance across from 
Rhodes College, which would include a pedestrian-
activated flashing crosswalk signal.

     Last fall, we raised funds to stripe high-visibility 
crosswalks at the busy Poplar/Tucker entrance. The 
City is set to complete that work this spring.

     We’re excited to move these access projects into 
the implementation stage, once again highlighting the 
importance of this urban park as a hub in our regional 
network of parks, trails and green space.
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Thanks to the generous funding of our donors through last 
year’s ioby campaign, East Parkway Playground has a fresh 
coat of safety surfacing. The existing surface had many rough 
and torn patches, all of which were filled in by Vitriturf.

Playground resurfaced Fellows win poster contest

Congratulations to our Rhodes College Urban Forestry Fellows 
Helen Hope, Ethan Williford, and Mac Wilson, who won first 
place for their research poster at the International Society of 
Arboriculture - Southern Chapter conference. Visit  
www.overtonpark.org/2017/04/07/fellows to see the poster.

Gateways nearing completion
     All three new gateways to the Old Forest will be 
completed soon, beckoning visitors into the Old Forest 
to enjoy one of the most beautiful times of the year.

     Yvonne Bobo’s “Rhapsody” was completed last 
summer, and Tylur French’s “Old Forest Gateway” went 
up in the fall. Recent finishing touches include bike 
racks, a bike pump, and plaques honoring donors Henry 
and Lynne Turley 
and Bill and 
Becky Deupree. 

     Two other 
plaques on Tylur’s 
arch pay tribute 
to the visionary 
designer who 
created the 

shape of Overton Park back in 1901. When you exit the forest into the 
park’s open space, you’re greeted with a reminder courtesy of Overton 
Park’s designer, George Kessler, that the Old Forest is one of the most 
precious resources in Memphis. 

     The final gateway, Ben Butler’s “Growth,” was raised in February. A 
concrete sidewalk was poured, which had to cure over the following 
month before opening to foot and bike traffic. Over the next few weeks, 
Ben will finish up the welding and begin painting the structure. The last 
step will be finishing up the sidewalk and landscaping. 

     We hope the new gateways encourage visitors to think of Overton 
Park as one united space. Far from being a barrier, the Old Forest is an 
incredible natural resource at the heart of a rich cultural landscape.

Tylur French’s “Old Forest Gateway”

Ben Butler installs footings for the new sidewalk.
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     This May, Overton 
Park Conservancy will 
lose a valued member 
of our team, as Brooks 
Lamb graduates from 
Rhodes College. Brooks 
has interned with us 
for the past three years 
as part of his Bonner 
scholarship service 
component. His time at 
the park inspired him to 
write his first book, an 
oral history called Our 
Park: Overton Park’s 
Story Told By Those Who Lived It. He’s wrapping up 
editing and will begin shopping to publishers soon.

     Here are a few thoughts Brooks shared with us 
about his journey from a farm in middle Tennessee to a 
bustling urban park in Memphis.

What made you choose Overton Park as your service 
site, and why did you stick around for three years?

BROOKS: My first year at Rhodes, I was extremely 
homesick. I loved everything about the school, but 
I missed being on the farm and being up close and 
personal with nature on a daily basis. The summer 
after my freshman year, I had a great experience 
interning at the Land Trust for Tennessee, so I knew I 
wanted to explore something in environmental service. 

When I found out about an opportunity with the 
Conservancy, I jumped on it and was immediately 
inspired and motivated by the mission and the 
work. I was excited to not only have a good working 
relationship with the staff, but also develop friendships 
with everyone here. I just never wanted to leave. I felt 
compelled to do this work.

What were some interesting differences between 
urban and rural conservation?

When you’re in a rural area, everyone has access to 
nature. In this area of the city, Overton Park is the one 
place people can go to be in a secluded forest or run 
around on the Greensward. Providing urban residents 
with the opportunity to connect with nature and with 
people of diverse backgrounds is incredibly important. 

What are some of your proudest accomplishments?

I’m proud of developing the Park Perks program, 
which was beneficial not just for the Conservancy, 
but for local businesses and for our members. It has a 

three-pronged positive 
effect. I also enjoyed 
being part of physical 
improvements like 
building a drainage ditch 
in the dog park and then 
coming back on a rainy 
day to see that the area 
is no longer flooding. 
We spread mulch in 
the playground and 
picked up trash in the 
forest, and it was always 
amazing to see what 
a difference we could 

make with volunteers in a few hours.

Most of all, though, writing the book has been a lot 
of work, but I’m proud to have undertaken such a 
large project. I think reading the stories of people’s 
experiences in the park will make others appreciate 
the park’s value even more. You can read newspaper 
articles about the I-40 controversy, but it really comes 
alive when you hear directly from the attorney who 
successfully argued for Overton Park before the 
Supreme Court. And hearing directly from someone 
who spent the night in jail while conducting a sit-in to 
desegregate the park is so powerful.

How do you think this experience will serve you in 
your career?

I knew what I’d be doing some days when I walked 
into the office, but there were many more days when 
something important would come up. The variety of 
tasks was a continuation of my liberal arts education at 
Rhodes. I feel prepared for anything. I also appreciated 
getting to know park visitors, learning that there are so 
many different ideas of what the park should be, and 
learning how to talk about complicated issues.

When you think back on your time at Overton Park, 
what is the visual you’ll have in your mind?

I love the people I’ve met through this experience. 
But I’ll always remember walks through the Old Forest 
by myself during times when I was stressed out or 
needed to make a difficult decision. Walking through 
what is one of the greatest treasures Memphis has 
to offer, being able to lose myself in the oaks and 
tulip poplars….I was by myself but felt connected to 
nature and the earth. That’s been so valuable for me 
to be right across the street from a place where I can 
simultaneously lose myself and find myself.

Brooks Lamb reflects on three-year fellowship
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     Since Overton Park Conservancy renovated  
Rainbow Lake Playground in 2013, it has been one of 
the most popular places in Memphis to play, imagine, 
and make friends with neighbors. 

     We knew when we set out to rebuild the 
playground that we didn’t want a cookie-cutter set 
of equipment. With support from our incredible 
community, we made an investment in a space that 
would stimulate kids’ imaginations, connect to the 
larger natural elements of the park, and provide a 
comfortable, shady place where people could interact 
with their fellow Memphians. The hundreds of people 
who spend their time here on any given day are proof 
that this investment has paid off.

     The playground’s immense popularity has also 
accelerated the need for maintenance, which in turn 
has accelerated our costs. The Big Green Mound, 
for example, is more of a brown hill after four years 
of foot traffic. Hammock swings have to be replaced 
frequently. The salvaged wood that was used as 
the basis for the large climbing structure is wearing 
quickly, and sections need to be replaced.  

     

We’ve also been undertaking work to make the 
playground even safer without sacrificing its unique 
appeal. Last year, we worked with a certified 
playground inspector to conduct a safety audit. He 
identified some adjustments we could make to bring 
the playground into American Society for Testing & 
Materials (ASTM) compliance.

    Our swingsets now have more space between 
swings, and the merry-go-round has a new top that’s 
less likely to trap tiny fingers. We’re planning to 
place a canopy over the metal slide that will reduce 
the heat it can absorb on a sunny day. We’ve made 
some modifications to the large climbing structure 
to increase wheelchair accessibility, and we’ll be 
increasing the number of ADA-compliant play stations.

     We’ll also be making some alterations to certain 
structures that increase interactivity while also making 
them safer for smaller children. The rope swings 
under the Spiderwebs will become an anchored 
rope structure, and the hanging bars on the climbing 
structure will be replaced with different elevated play 
platforms. The design of the Big Green Mound will 
be altered to slow the rate of erosion and reduce the 
amount of mud that builds up at the base.

     We’d like to thank AutoZone for helping to fund 
the improvements we’ve made so far. But we have 
a long way to go. If Rainbow Lake Playground is an 
irreplaceable part of your Memphis experience, please 
consider supporting it with a gift. Your generosity 
makes this a truly special place to play.     

Keeping Rainbow Lake Playground shining

Make your gift to Rainbow Lake Playground at 
www.overtonpark.org/playground-gifts.

The merry-go-round recently got new parts that make it safer for small children.



8
Overton Park Conservancy gratefully acknowledges the individuals and organizations who made donations and in-kind (noted with an asterisk) 
gifts from January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016.  If we have inadvertently omitted the name of one of our supporters, we sincerely apologize.

$100,000 - $499,999
Bena & George Cates
Hyde Family Foundations
Plough Foundation

$10,000 - $99,999
AutoZone
Baptist Memorial Health Care
First Tennessee Foundation
Hollywood Feed
Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare
Thomas W. Briggs Foundation

$1,000 - $9,999
A2H Inc.
Julie & Bryce Ashby
Baker, Donelson, Bearman,  
  Caldwell & Berkowitz
Laura & John Barrett
BlueCross BlueShield of  
  Tennessee
Joan & C.W. Butler
Allison & Andy Cates
Dr. Aimée Christian
Elizabeth Crosby & Eric Barnes
Meg & Scott Crosby
Alice & Matthew Crow
The Daily News
Lisa Daniel
The Eclectic Eye
Dot & Luther Gause
Lucia & Jim Gilliland
Eleanor & William Halliday
Claudia & Bill Haltom
Ann & Mason Hawkins
Hohenberg Foundation
Marcella & John Houseal
Huey’s Restaurants
inbalance FITNESS
InCity Realty
Independent Bank
ioby
Jeanne & Frank Jemison, Jr.
Betty & George Johnson
Dottie Jones & Angie Dagostino
Anne & Michael Keeney
Martha Kelly
Frances & Jake Lawhead
Mary & Bob Loeb
Lisa & Jim Maddox
Laurie & Mitch Major
Dr. Shannon & Scott Malone
Katharine Manning Loeb
Liz & Arsen Manugian
Medtronic, Inc.
Memphis Runners Track Club
MemPopS
Bill Metz
MLGW
Park Friends

Anita & Ray Pohlman
Sara Ratner & Harry Freeman
Redeemer Presbyterian Church
Lyn & Bill Reed
Regional One Health
Susan & Charles Schadt
Judy & King Self
Glenda & Gary Shorb
Robin Snyder
Sternberg Foundation
Anne & John Stokes
SunTrust Bank
Lauren & Justin Taylor
Wagner General Contractors, Inc
Jewell Ward & Jim Brooks
West Cancer Center
Melanie & Dr. Frank White
Carole Whitehead
Kathleen & Steve Williams
Denise Wood
Mindy Wurzburg & Blair Parker
Janet Zimmerman & Dr. Larry  
  Schmucker

$100 - $999
Katherine & Ben Adams
Lesley & Jay Adkins
Larry Alexander
Lorin Allen
Drs. Louise & Ray Allen
Johnnie & Dr. Rex Amonette
Lisa & Barry Anderson
Answering Advantage, LLC
Anne & Jim Apple
Linda & Ward Archer
Bette Arndt
Annette & Lee Askew
Pan & Carl Awsumb
Jimpsie & Warren Ayres
Lydia & Ray Babaoglu
Sandra & Bill Bailey
Sharon & Jim Bailey
Rose & Geoff Bakewell
Paula & Cliff Barnes
Roy Barnes
Susan & Robert Barnett
Brent Barrett
Kathy Barton
Susannah & Kevin Barton
Lisa & Dan Barzel
Shauna & Jeremy Bateman
Greg Baudoin & Greg Campbell
Thaler & Tom Beasley
Anne & Jim Beaty
Gail Beeman & Dennis Black
Robin & Dr. Stephen Behrman
Ellie & Jeff Bennett
Emily & Stephen Bishop
Sarah Blackburn & Aaron Klimek
Patrick Blankinship

Betty & David Blaylock
Peggy Bodine
Nora Boone & Stephen Douglass
Martha & Jim Boyd
Susan & Roger Bransford
Linda & Craig Brashear
Tony Brayton
Lesli & Justin Breeden
Cindy & Kevin Brewer
Sara & Eric Bridges
Melissa & Gary Bridgman
Carrie & Tony Brooks
Craig Brown
David Brown & Steven Hoover
Walter Brown & Richard Tanner
Callie Bugg & Andrew Wofford
Lynn & Jon Buhler
Teresa & Bill Bullock
Taryn Burgess & Micah  
  Wasserman
Alice & Dr. George Burruss
Susan & Rice Byars
Emily & Jason Callahan
Corinna & Dr. Luis Campos
Pat & Sturla Canale
Thad Caperton
Joe Carney
Stephanie Caron & Kim Morgan
Joseph Carson
Karen Casey
CBIZ MHM, LLC
Central Gardens Association
Kay Clancy & Steven Brown
Suzanna & Mike Cody
Ashley & Mac Coffield
Congressman Steve Cohen
Katie & Keith Cole
Jan & Ron Coleman
Carol Coletta
Comcast Foundation
Nora & Dan Conaway
Heather Cooley
Cooper Young Community  
  Association
Madeline & David Cotton
Susan Courson-Smith & H.B.  
  Smith
Margaret & William Craddock
Samantha & Agustin Crespo
Karen Crouch
Sylvia & Teddy Crum
Amy Daniel & Cameron Mann
Cathy & Chip Davis
Marilu Davis
Terry & Phili Deboo
Pam Detrie & Jenny Bartlett- 
  Prescott
Dillard Door & Security, Inc.
Karen & Daniel Dixon
Shannon & Brian Dixon

Beverly & Henry Doggrell
Elizabeth & George Domas
Ashley & Robert Donati
Wanda & Don Donati
Wendy Doudrick & Laura Lanier
Ben Duke
Debra & Reid Dulberger
Kristen & Doug Duncan
Melissa Duong & Yuki Namba
Shelley Durfee & William  
  Chandler
Mary Durham & Steve Lockwood
East End Neighborhood  
  Association
Ecco on Overton Park
Madeleine & Thomas Edwards
Sophie & Price Edwards
Elisabeth Eickhoff & Greg Gentry
Patti & Lew Ellis
Laura & John Engbretson
Randy Engel
Evergreen Historic District  
  Association
Evergreen Yoga Center
Margaret & Shep Fargotstein
Joanna & Robert Fehse
Kathy & Ted Ferguson
Lisa & Jeb Fields
Kathy & Kelly Fish
Elizabeth & Jonathan Flynt
Ellen & Mark Follis
Megan & Steele Ford
Tiffany Ford & Mark Pomerantz
Jenny & Billy Frank
Desi Franklin & Alex Kenner
Margaret & Hugh Fraser
Anne Frassinelli & Bill Ferguson
Juan Fuentes
Yu Fukuda & Patrick Siglin
Jerri & Ed Garavelli
Drs. Christa George & Chris Wood
Nikole Gettings & Bill Stegall
Laura & Josh Gettys
Andrew Gibbs
Manda & Kevin Gibson
Bess & Steve Ginty
Eleanor Gipson
Kristy & Hal Glassman
Julia & Michael Graber
Grace St. Luke’s Episcopal School
Sally & Danny Graflund
Romney Grandi & Robert Bader
Sue & Frank Guarino
Joseph Hagan
Jennifer & Paul Hagerman
Patricia Haley & John Cooper
Julia Hanebrink & David Lewis
Nicki & Rip Haney
Donna & Neil Hankins
Jane & Eddie Hankins
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Robin & Rick Hanna
Ashley & Dan Harper
Terri Harris
Jane Hayden
Sutton & Kerry Hayes
Emily & Jay Hazen
Cara & Rick Hechinger
Hein Park Association
Mia & Paul Henley
Sarah Henley & Bradley Swihart
Meredith Hennessy & Louis Stifter
Lou Henslee & Roy Bell
Carolyn & Scott Heppel
Ann & Dr. Hank Herrod
Amy & Adam Hill
Katie & David Hill
Lea Holland & Steven Greer
Robert Hollingsworth & Ronnie  
  Gilmer
Nancy & Walter Howell
Margaret & Charles Hubbert
Hayley & Will Hudson
Phillip Inge & Allen Hamblin
Drs. Kay Jackson & Thomas  
  Shelton
Erica & Dr. Tim Jancelewicz
Candace & Rick Jefferies
Margaret Jefferson & Edwin  
  Thomas
Debbie & Bob Johnson
Drs. Robbie Johnson Weinberg &  
  Michael Weinberg
JoAnn & Jonathan Jones
Mary & Dr. Ron Jones
Dr. Kimberly Kasper
Mary-Ellen & Richard Kelly
Michelle & Shawn Kelly
Pat & Ernest Kelly
Cheryl Kent
Liz & Kevin Keough
Tricia & Chuck Kerwin
Allison & Steven King
Cathy & Joe Bob King
Amanda & Rachel Kohr
Herbie Krisle
Judy & Joe Labonte
Dr. Elissa Ladd & Dr. Jeffrey  
  Liebman
Wight & Chesley Laminack
Suzanne & Michael Landrum
Ann & Dudley Langston
Katy Langston
Jana Larson
William Lawson
Denyse Lee
Kathie & Bob Lee
Dr. Kent Alan Lee
Leslie & Tim Lee
Allison & Peter Lemm
Bailey Leopard
Katy Leopard
Cindy Wilson Lewis
Marjean Liggett & Kristi Estes

Patty & Stinson Liles
Barbara & James Lindstrom
Paul Linxwiler & Jonathan Cole
Janet Lo & Lucas Elijovich
Diane & Tom Long
LRK Inc.
Shirley & Michael Lupfer
Sybil & Andrew MacBeth
Lily & Nathaniel Mahoney
Evelyn & Jerome Makowsky
Susan & B. Lee Mallory
Leigh & Jim Malone
Roma & Barlow Mann
Cheryl & Walter Manning
Beth Marlow Schulwolf & Steve  
  Schulwolf
Tommy Marsh
Laura & Montgomery Martin
Leigh Martin & Margot Metz
Brian Martinelli
Amanda Mauck
Lauren McHugh Robinson &  
  Eddie Robinson
Margaret & Alec McLean
Melissa McMasters
William McMillen
Margot McNeeley & Gary Backaus
Simone & Logan Meeks
Diane Meess & John Pekar
Lorraine Meiners-Lovel and  
  Gerald Lovel
Katie & Thomas Midgley
Mark Mills & Scott Haynes
Judy Mixon
Susan Moon & Mark Weaver
Mary & Paul Morris
Chapman & Chip Morrow
Amy Moser
Amy & Steve Mulroy
Gail Murray & Joe Hawes
Lynn & John Murray
Michelle Naef & Michael Ham
Trude & Peter Naff
Donna & Steve Nash
Mercy & Rick Neal
Aubrey & Lars Nelson
Erin Nelson
Sarah & Scott Newstok
Leah & Jackie Nichols
Barbara Holden & Bill Nixon
Lori & Dan O’Brien
Rich Olcott
Lindsey Osborne & Andrew  
  Williams
Otherlands
Gwen & Penn Owen
Brittany Pace
Dianne Parker & Donna Parker
Angela & Cannon Parkerson
Laura Pate
Ruth & Kurt Patton
Michele & Glenn Phillips
Patty Pierce

Trish & John Pontius
Drs. Linda &  Jim Porterfield
Leslie Portis
Premier Transportation
Sarah & Niel Prosser
Dorothy & Robert Pugh
Jana & Hugh Pulley
Sarah Ranson-Martin & Mike  
  Martin
Dr. Thomas Ratliff
Ann Kendall Ray
Marty & Steve Redding
Jeremy Reese & Drew Roland
Dan Reid
Deni & Patrick Reilly
Bob Richards
Carol & Greer Richardson
Melody & Bud Richey
Sandy & Dr. Webster Riggs
Dr. Hunter Rittenberry
Barclay Roberts & Mark Jones
Ashley & Michael Robilio
Betsy & Giles Robinson
Claude & Bob Rogers
Carol & Mike Ross-Spang
Virginia & Michael Rowland
Emily Beth Rowlett
Diane Rudner
Cynthia Saatkamp
Robin Salant & Erik Jambor
Michele & Scott Sammons
Steven Scheer
Mary & Joe Scheuner
Gail & Karl Schledwitz
Brenda Schulman & Peter Murray
Rowlett Scott
Lauren & Jeffrey Scrugham
Estie & John Sheahan
Molly & Michael Sicuro
Side Street Grill
Elisabeth Silverman
Amy & Nick Simpson
Louise & John Slater
Teresa Sloyan
M D Smith
Patti & Ritchie Smith
Lisa & John Bayard Snowden
Anna Bess Sorin & Nate Nowak
Debbie Sowell & Chris McHaney
Marcus Stafford
Megan & Justin Starling
Sara & Jordan Stephens
Sarah Stevens
Erica Stoltz & Sujan Rajbhandary
Miriam Stroud
Anne & Dave Suitor
Ann & Richard Sullivan
Tina & Pete Sullivan
Marci & Jay Sweeney
Mary Tait
Clara Talley & Stephen Humbert
Regina & Stephen Tanzer
Marlene Tate & Murray Tate

Emily & Chris Taylor
Patricia & Phillip Taylor
Rebecca Terrell & Eric Gottlieb
Sarah & Larry Terry
Elizabeth Thomas & Chris Carlson
Paul Thomas & Samuel Griffin
Nancy and Jeffrey Thompson
Drs. Sharon & Edwin Thorpe
Caleb Tinkle
Ashley & Dr. Todd Tobias
Janet Todd
Mary Todd
Kristen Tolleson
Beverly & Terry Trojan
Susan & Josh Tulino
Nicola & Dan Tupis
Louise & Calvin Turley
Peggy Turley
Utopia Animal Hospital
Victoria Van Cleef & Michael Dyer
Jennifer & Wayne Vandeveer
Christy & Jake Vargo
Kristen & Richard Vining
Voqal, Inc.
Anni & Bill Walker
Paige & Scott Walkup
Marsha Walton & Chris Wetzel
Mike Ward
Mary Linda & Lee Wardlaw
KC & Dr. Jeff Warren
Robin & David Waters
Susan & Dr. David Weber
Catherine & Joseph Weingarten
Monica & Andre Wharton
Dr. Benton Wheeler
Susan & Norman Wilkes
Missy & Bill Williams
Regan & Blake Williams
Rosemary & Arthur Williams
Susan Williams & Jarret Kinder
Willis Towers Watson
Noell & Gary Wilson
Dr. Palmer Wilson
Graham Winchester
Nancy & Richard Wood
Thomas Woodley
Emily Woodside & Dr. Bill Falvey
CJ Worley & Mike Cochran
Danielle & JC Youngblood
Sharon Younger

Up to $99
Kathy Ake & Leigh Powell
Gordon Alexander
Alzheimer’s Association
Amazon Smile Foundation
Rebecca Anderson
Steve Ash
Tracy Aulfinger
Rachel & Bryan Baddorf
Russell Baker
Rebecca & Blake Ballin
Lauren Bangasser
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Vicki Baskin
Willy Bearden
Marilyn & Tony Becker
Jack Belz
Betsy & Saul Belz
Stephanie Bennett & David  
  Valdini
Lisa Benton
Mary Benton
Carol & Terry Bishop
Betsy Black
Leigh Ann Blakely & Dennis Elrod
Annie Bober
Phyllis Boger
Marion & Jack Borg
Regina & Bill Boyd
Kristen Boyden
Pam & Andy Branham
Mac Bruce
Ruth Brucker
Ron Buck
Sam Buckmaster
Anita Bunn
Bianca & Graham Burks
Anne & John Burruss
Bill Butler
Baird Callicott
Coble Caperton
Beverly & Elvin Carlson
Jeffrey Chamblin
Rebecca & Jim Chappell
Cornell Christion
Celene Clark & Jim Cole
Linda & Dr. James Cochran
Nancy Coffee & Bradford Silver
LaRose Coffey
Lorinda & Jonas Cohoon
J.D. Cooper
Kitty & Philip Cox
Leigh & John Craft
Mary Cullen
Mimi Dann
Bradley Dawson
Kevin Dean
Carol DeForest & Barron Boyd
Judy & Henry Deutsch
Courtney & Alan Duckworth
Demere Dwyer & Robert  
  Montgomery
Darrin Earl
David Early
Sarah Edwards
Eric Ellis
Stephanie Evans
Kathy Fay & Richard Meek
Jana Files & Lee Phelan
Charlotte Fineberg-Buchner &  
  Clark Buchner
Beth Flanagan
Kenneth Flint
Deb & Bob Foehring

Monty Foster
Barbara & Robert Frankle
Leigh Fraser & John Pritchard
Janet & Les Freeman
Alex Galloway
Barbara Geater & Larry Townsend
Grace Gillenwater
Diane Glueck
Laura Goodman-Bryan
Edward Greene
John Griffin, Jr.
Cyndy Grivich Tucker
Troy Hallsell
Linda & Mark Hamilton
Caroline & Zane Hartsell
Albert Harvey
Amy Harwell
Alyce & Stephen Haynes
Linda Heathcock Smith
Susan Hedley
Linda Hendershot & Bill Rehberg
Suzanne Henley & James Cole
Alan Herbers
Alice Higdon
Paul Hill
Laura Linder Hine
Jane Hobson
The Honorable Janice Holder
Eddie Hooker
Anne Hooper
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph P. Horner
Ellen & Jon Hornyak
Carole Horstman
Prudence Howe
Ira Hubert
Deborah Hyatt
InsideOut Gym
Amy & Will Irvine
Lynn Jackson & Lori Connolly
Natalie & Jimmy Jalenak
Peggy & L.R. Jalenak, Jr.
Diane Jalfon & Daniel  
  Weickenand
Mrs. Ila Jehl, Jr.
Drs. Lisa & David Jennings
Jeannie & Bishop Don Johnson
Kim & Joel Johnson
Julie Johnston & John Sauls
Nita Jan Jones
Carol & Gene Katz
Frances Kauffman
Cullen Kent
Meggan & Daniel Kiel
Deborah Kinard
Elizabeth & Jack Kinney
Keith Kirkland
Elizabeth Kolivas & Christian  
  Stovall
Rollin Kolsis
Jennifer Krouse
Dr. Lydia Kuhn

Asiyah Kurtz
Nibette LaFrennie
Brooks Lamb
Susanne & Bruce Landau
Tracy & Tad Lauritzen Wright
Thomas Lawrence
Katherine & Richard Lawson
Alicia & Tri Le
Susan & Fred Levko
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Lewis
Sue Ann & Bernard Lipsey
Leanne Logan & Alan Johnson
Angie Lusk
Kelsey Lyons
William Mabury
Sandra Marion
Shannon Maris & Drake Danley
Ilene Markell & Ben Lewis
Senator Beverly Marrero
Jim Marshall
Jason Martin
Susan & Drew Mascolino
Nancy & Bryan Massey
Lisa Matlock
Greg Maxted
Patrick McCabe
Anne McCarthy
Kimberly McCollum
John McCormick
Leigh McCormick
Robbie & Scott McDermott
Julia & Doug McDonald
Michael McGee
Anita McLean
Bertha Means & Michael Jacewicz
Ann & Roger Meier
Memphis Horticultural Society
Louise Mercuro & Gene Pearson
Pamela Merrill
Linda Milbradt
Brooke & Tyler Mills
Dr. David Mirvis
Betsy & Austin Moore
Alison Morrell
Katherine Morris
Jackie & Chris Morton
Nancy & Charles Mullins
Laura & William Murphy
Larry Nance
Caroline Nave
Jamie & DJ Naylor
Jackie Nerren
Margaret Newton
Linda Nichols & Robert Burns
Sarla Nichols & Jimmy Lewis
Randy Norwood
Thad Nowak
Tracy & Paul O’Connor
Janice Oliver
Jim Oliver
Peggy Owen

Marina Pacini & David McCarthy
Wende Paoni
Deanie Parker
Robert Paulus
Cindy & J.C. Pendergrast
Amanda Perry
Bob Phillips
Kate & John Phillips
Cristina & Cap Pinkham
Mrs. Virginia Pleasants
Jeannette Polinski
D.C. Porter
Rosemary & Mike Potter
Mary Powers & Tom Bailey
Chaela Presley
Sherry Prewitt
Randel Price
Pugh’s Flowers
Mary Leslie & Lee Ramsey
Joe Rasberry
Emilie Ratner
Mary Reed
Melinda Rice
Megan Richards
Kimberly Richardson
Karen & Murray Riss
Brett Robbs
Ellen Roberds & Jarad Bingham
Linda Roberts & Kevin Walsh
Kevin Rogers
Bernard Rolfes
Stu Rosen
Natalie Rosenberg
Christina Ross & Dave Hanson
John Ross
Steven Ross
Nathan Roy
Mary & Bill Rubin
Paul Rubin
John Runyan
Greg Russell
Sandy & Larry Rutledge
Margarita Sandino
Suzanne Satterfield & John  
  Pickens
Dale Schaefer
Sandra Schroeder
Cary Schwartz
Holly & Geddes Self
Kathy Sellars
Marian & Frank Shaffer
Tara & John Paul Shaffer
Carla Shirley
Ann Sieber & Khyber Daniel
Sierra Club - Chickasaw Group
Rachael & Chilton Simmons
Linda & Ron Sklar
Steve Smart
Jesse Smith & Jonathan Davidson
Karen Smith
KJ Smith
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Steven Sondheim
Joe Spake
Taryn & Jim Spake
Betty & Mickey Spence
Ginger & Josh Spickler
Bethany Spiller & Stephen Watts
Scott Springer
Kathy Story
Mary Streete
Structural Group, Inc.
Colby & Mark Sturgis
Elizabeth & John Sumner
Wendy Sumner-Winter & Kalki  
  Winter
Eric Swartz
Deborah Sweeney
Margaret & Michael Synk

Barbara & Gary Sysak
Barbara Taylor
Melissa Taylor
Robert Taylor
Joanne & Walt Tennyson
The Parkway House
Curtis Thomas
Nicole Thomas
Rubye Lynn & Bo Thomas
Shelley & Glen Thomas
David Thompson
Kevin Thompson
Carol Thorne
Dr. David Tipton
Jon Tobin
Andrea Tomes
Leslie & Ted Townsend

Wendy & Richard Trenthem
Cindy Uphoff
Mary Van Dyke Roudnev
Tritia van Son
Amanda Vogel
Marilane & Dr. Otis Warr, III
Megan Waters
Ellen & Christopher Weatherly
Louella Weaver
Mark Weber
Karen Wellford
Melissa Whitby
Margaret & Richard White
Sam White
Camille & Walter Whitley
Nancy Wiers & Laura Harris
Leslie & Allen Wilkinson

Barbara Willden
Nancy & Doug Williams
Neville & Warfield Williams
Peggy & Jim Williamson
Jan Willis
Catherine Winterburn
Tracy Wiswall
Gigi & A.J. Wolfe
Bert Wolff
Cathy & Rod Wood
Pixie & Richard Woodall
Colleen Woods
Jamie Wright
Susan & Jerry Yount
Margot Zastoupil

A Day of Merrymaking returns June 3
     Now in its fifth year of 
celebrating summer on 
the Greensward, A Day of 
Merrymaking returns on 
Saturday, June 3. From 10:00 AM 
to 3:00 PM, your family can enjoy 
live music, games, water features, 
food trucks, arts and crafts, local 
businesses, a beer garden, and 
much more. This year’s event is 
presented by Hollywood Feed, 
so there will of course be plenty 
of fun for dogs as well!

     Admission to the event is free, 
with a suggested $5 donation to 
Overton Park Conservancy. Bring 
some extra cash for the beer 
garden and for the big water tag 
maze we’ll be setting up to beat 
the heat.

     Come ready to get into the swing of things, as Red 
Hot Lindy Hop will be giving swing dance lessons from 
the main stage. Following the lesson, you can put your 
skills to use as Zigadoo Moneyclips performs. Other 
entertainment will be announced soon!

     Our beer garden, built and sponsored by our 
landscaping contractors at Echo Systems, will be 
generously stocked once again by Memphis Made. 
Your tips and donations will benefit the Conservancy.

     The festival is always a great chance to sample 
food and merchandise from Memphis’ small business 
community. The Rainbow Lake Playground parking 
lot will be filled with food trucks, and the Greensward 

will host a variety of booths 
offering art, soaps, fresh flowers,  
information about services, and 
much more.

     This year, we’re aiming to 
make A Day of Merrymaking 
a low-waste event. With a 
grant from TVA, we’ll be 
offering reusable cups at the 
Conservancy booth and in the 
beer garden. Clean Memphis and 
Get Green Recycleworks will be 
on hand assisting attendees with 
recycling eligible items.

     Traffic will be one-way in the 
park for this event, so if you’re 
driving into the park, plan to 
enter at Poplar and Tucker. We 

encourage you to walk or bike in, or take a shuttle 
(details TBA).

     Thanks to this year’s sponsors, including our hosts, 
Hollywood Feed. Additional sponsorship is provided 
by The Art Project, The Daily News, Diane’s Art Gift 
& Home, Diversified Trust, Ecco on Overton Park, 
Echo Systems, Eclectic Eye, Huey’s, Hyde Family 
Foundations, Independent Bank, Lipscomb & Pitts, 
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, Memphis Made 
Brewing Company, Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare, 
MLGW, Morningside Neighborhood Association, 
SunTrust Bank, Utopia Animal Hospital, and West 
Cancer Center.

Visit www.overtonpark.org/merrymaking for a 
schedule of events and shuttle info.

For schedule and transportation info, visit overtonpark.org.

presented by

sponsored by The Art Project. The Daily News. Diversified Trust. Ecco on Overton Park.

Eclectic Eye. Huey's. Hyde Family Foundations. Independent Bank. 

Lipscomb & Pitts. Memphis Brooks Museum of Art. Memphis Made Brewing Co. 

MLGW. SunTrust Bank. Utopia Animal Hospital. West Cancer Center.
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Rose Baker 
Visitor Services 
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Susannah Barton 
Director of Development
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Director of Operations & 
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Melissa McMasters 
Director of 
Communications

Andrew Weda 
Visitor Services 
Coordinator

Helen Hope 
Urban Forestry Fellow 

Brooks Lamb 
Rhodes Bonner Volunteer

Ethan Williford 
Urban Forestry Fellow

Voting Board Members
Dr. Ronné Adkins
Julie Ashby 
Ekundayo Bandele 
Eric Barnes, Chair
David French 
Lucia Gilliland 
Bill Haltom 
David Hill
Bob Loeb 
B. Lee Mallory  
Margaret McLean
Kimmie McNeil Vaulx
R. Blair Parker 
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William R. Reed, Jr.  
Diane Rudner  
Vishant Shah 
Gary Shorb  
Lauren Taylor  
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Melanie White 
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Mike Rodriguez

Member Emeritus 
George Cates
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Free tai chi classes by certified 
instructor Marjean Liggett resume 

on Tuesday, May 2 at 7:15 AM. You’ll 
have two options this year:
7:15 AM, Formal Gardens

10:00 AM, East Parkway Pavilion
Both classes will be offered Tuesdays 

and Thursdays through June 15.


