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     “KEEP OUT.”

     The iron bars that greet visitors at three entrances 
to the Old Forest are anything but welcoming.  
Designed to prohibit vehicles from entering the 
State Natural Area, the gates accomplish something 
unintended as well: discouraging pedestrians and 
cyclists from enjoying the forest trails.

     But thanks to a generous gift from some lifelong 
park lovers, the Old Forest will soon invite people in 
through new gateways that are as unique as Overton 
Park itself.

     Later this year, construction will begin on new 
gateways at each of the three Old Forest entrances: 
East Parkway, Overton Bark, and the golf clubhouse.  
They were designed by a different local artist: Yvonne 
Bobo, known for her kinetic sculptures; Ben Butler, 
whose works are intricate and layered; and Tylur 
French, who also created the Bike Gate arch.

     The artists were chosen as winners of a competition 
juried by Overton Park Conservancy’s Design Advisory 
Committee, which includes members of our board 
and the community.  Artists were asked to craft design 
concepts that would offer visitors information about 
the forest and encourage them to explore it.  One 
of the most important aspects of the three designs 
selected is that they enhance the natural beauty of the 
forest rather than obscuring it.  

     It’s a fitting addition to a park that has always 
married nature and artistic expression.  Donors Henry 
& Lynne Turley and Bill & Becky Deupree were moved 
to fund this project because of their shared history 
with the park.  Henry and Bill were childhood friends, 
and their memories of the park span decades.  

     “When we were kids Bill lived near the park,” Henry 
recalls.  “I’d visit him and we’d go straight over and  
explore its wonders.”  

Welcome to the Old Forest State Natural Area

 match your
        gift—this 
    week only!
   see page 5

continued on page 4
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     In 2013, the Overton Park 
Conservancy board of directors 
sat down to develop a strategic 
plan that would guide our focus 
for the next few years.  From 
that planning session, our vision 
statement emerged: to develop a beautiful, safe, and 
welcoming park that encourages our diverse community 
to explore, learn, create, socialize, and play. 

     One of our goals in this plan focuses on the Old Forest 
State Natural Area – a magnificent and unique feature 
that sets Overton Park apart from other urban parks. 
From analyzing and improving the ecological health of 
the forest, to sharing its beauty and encouraging others 
to explore it, we’re taking steps to cultivate the next 
generation of conservationists and make sure the forest 
they protect is as awe-inspiring as the one we enjoy now.

     We can’t do this work alone. Just as a group of 
activists saved Overton Park and the Old Forest from expressway construction decades ago, we need an informed 
and motivated group of supporters to help us implement our Old Forest State Natural Area management plan. It 
takes about $18,000 per week to manage the park, and nearly $1,500 of that is dedicated to the Old Forest. 

     More than 100 years ago, forward-thinking Memphians recognized the need to invest in quality parks and 
green space for our growing city. Approximately 50 years ago, some “little old ladies in tennis shoes” were 
determined to keep Overton Park out the path of bulldozers. Your investment in Overton Park today adds your 
name to Overton Park’s rich history and keeps it thriving. 

We’re so often asked, “What can I do for the park?”  In this newsletter, whenever you see our green 
Overton Park logo, that lets you know there’s an opportunity to take action.  Whether that’s through 
donating to a project, attending an event, or offering your feedback, there are always plenty of ways for 

you to show your support.  We appreciate a contribution on any level. 
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Proposals would improve parking, sidewalks
     Overton Park offers shady picnic areas, two 
playgrounds, a dog park, and miles of trails. The park 
is also fortunate to have so many cultural institutions 
all sharing space. Having a world-class zoo, art 
museum, art college, and performing arts facility all 
nestled within a beautiful park is a rare privilege, 
amounting to a treasure that’s uniquely Memphis.

     Over time, as the park and its attractions have 
grown in popularity, it has become more difficult 
to accommodate all the cars entering the park.  To 
accommodate more than one million visitors per year, 
the Memphis Zoo received permission from the City 
of Memphis to allow overflow parking on the park’s 
Greensward during busy days. This arrangement 
was made many years before the Conservancy was 
created to manage the park, and the Mayor’s office 
has offered this permission through January 1, 2019.

     The City of Memphis, Overton Park Conservancy, 
and the Memphis Zoo discussed a parking deck 
built on Zoo property as a permanent solution to the 
overflow parking problem.  But with cost estimates in 
the millions, it could take many years to raise enough 
money to build a garage.

      So we continue to work together on other creative 
alternatives.  The City of Memphis’ Division of Parks 
& Neighborhoods has proposed a solution that would 
add about 350 new parking spaces to the park.

N. Parkway Improvements

     The first component would involve making some 
long-needed improvements to existing sidewalks 
along N. Parkway.  As an added bonus, these 
improvements benefit pedestrians both in and around 
Overton Park.

     Overton Park Conservancy has put a major focus 
on improving bicycle and pedestrian access to the 
park.  In 2013, we proposed that the Memphis Urban 
Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) grant 
the City funding for several park access improvements.  
The MPO granted $422,000 to the City to enhance 
sidewalk access on the park’s perimeter.  To access 
these dollars, the Conservancy must raise another 
$87,000 in matching funds.  

     The Conservancy and the City have determined 
that the best and most urgent use of these funds 
is to repair the broken sidewalks along N. Parkway 
between McLean and University and extend them to 
the park entrance.  This will enable the City to add 
both bike lanes and a street parking lane that will hold 

up to 100 cars.  Because of the proximity to the Zoo’s 
N. Parkway entrance, these 100 spaces could be filled 
with Zoo employee parking, freeing up spaces in the 
existing lots.

Parking Lot Improvements

     Additionally, the Division of Parks & Neighborhoods 
determined that a redesign of the Zoo’s main parking 
area could create 250 additional spaces with minimal 
impact to Overton Park.  A design process will be 
undertaken this year, with concepts ready for public 
review this summer.  Construction and landscaping 
will occur in phases during the winter off-season.  If 
needed, the Greensward would serve as overflow 
parking during the construction process.

     Together, the two projects should reduce the 
impact to the Greensward, both in the number of days 
it is used and the extent to which it used on those 
days.  While these projects may not be a total solution, 
they represent a significant improvement over current 
conditions and come at a relatively low price tag.

     We are excited to move forward with solutions that 
create noticeable improvements to the park.  As we 
work on this issue with our partners at the City and the 
Zoo, we ask that you consider visiting the park car-free 
when possible, especially on nice days when the traffic 
is likely to be heavy.  We appreciate your patience and 
above all, your investment in the park’s future.

If you’d like to donate to the effort to improve 
the N. Parkway sidewalks so a parking lane 
can be added, visit www.overtonpark.org/

give or return a check in the envelope provided here.
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Welcome to the Old Forest (continued)
     “The park police officer kept a close eye on us,” he 
continues.  “We’ll never forget the evening, after some 
miscreance, that we successfully eluded his chase by 
hiding flat on the ground – but in a field of poison ivy.”

     Henry and Bill view the new gateways as a gift for 
all the people who use the park, but they hold special 
significance as a tribute to their mothers, Cordelia 
Turley and Mary Evelyn Deupree.  In fact, Bill’s mother 
led in the improbable but successful battle to stop I-40 
before it penetrated the Old Forest.  The group that 
would become Citizens to Preserve Overton Park met 
at Mary Evelyn’s home in the 1960s.  There, they made 
their plans for the lawsuit that would ultimately block 
the highway from bisecting the park.

     Their mothers’ investment continues to pay 
dividends today, and Henry and Bill’s love for the park 
has never diminished.  “When the chance to embellish 
the park arose, we jumped at it,” Henry says.

     Once installed in early 2016, the new gateways 
will offer trail maps and interpretive information about 
the forest, while creating elegant solutions to keeping 
vehicles out.  While recalling Bike Gate’s arched entry, 
these gateways will be smaller and more human-
scaled to honor their proximity to the natural area.  

To view artist’s renderings of the gateway 
designs, visit www.overtonpark.org/welcome.  

Soar over the park at A Day of Merrymaking

F O O D  •  M U S I C  •  F U N  F O R  T H E  E N T I R E  F A M I L Y

2015

J U N E
A M P M

AT OVERTON PARKAT OVERTON PARK

O V E R T O N  P A R K  C O N S E R V A N C Y  P R E S E N T S

H O S T E D  B Y

     While we’re not 100% sure, we think this year’s Day of 
Merrymaking may come with an Overton Park first.  During our 
annual family festival on Saturday, June 6 from 10:00 - 3:00, you’ll 
be able to soar over the park in a hot air balloon provided by Bluff 
City Balloons.  It’ll give you an unprecedented vantage point over 
the park and the Old Forest--weather permitting, of course!

     The balloon, which will remain tethered to the ground and go 
up in many short flights throughout the day, will be the centerpiece 
of a day that’s full of music, games, activities, food trucks, and so 
much more.  Hollywood Feed will bring back its popular water slide 
for kids, as well as tons of fun for dogs.

     The music stage will feature live performances by Alexis Grace 
and other exciting acts to be announced soon.

     Food trucks include Say Cheese, Le’ Food Truck, Meekie’s 
Munchies, and Kona Ice.  Local vendors include Gurleygurl Design, 
Lexie Shaunel Illustration, and Glitter Tattoos.   

     Memphis Parkour will be giving demonstrations of their kinetic 
arts near Rainbow Lake, and the Bluff City Kings rugby team will do 
a rugby demo.  Kids can ascend a climbing wall or play badminton, 
horseshoes, and cornhole.  Students from Rhodes College will lead 
a scavenger hunt in the Old Forest.

     A Day of Merrymaking is from 10:00a.m. to 3:00p.m. on the 
park’s Greensward.  The festival is free, but a $5 donation to 
Overton Park Conservancy is much appreciated!

     This year’s festival is presented by Orion Federal Credit Union, with additional sponsorship by BlueCross 
BlueShield of Tennessee, Hollywood Feed, Huey’s Restaurants, Hyde Family Foundations, Peddler Bike Shop, 
and The West Clinic.*
* as of March 30, 2015

Visit www.overtonpark.org/merrymaking for up-to-the-minute lists of entertainment, vendors, and 
schedules.  If you’d like to become a sponsor or vendor at the event, you’ll find all the information you 
need there!
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When is a match in the forest a good thing?
When it’s part of ioby’s matching gift campaign--this week only!

     Raise your hand if 
you’ve ever gotten a 
little lost while walking 
in the Old Forest.

     Or if you’ve 
wondered what the 
significance of the 
“Gnome Home” at trail 
marker 13 was.

     Or if you’ve run 
several loops of the 
limestone trail and 
wanted to know how 
far you’ve traveled.

     A new Overton Park 
Conservancy project 
will make navigating 
the park’s trails easier 
and more informative.  
But we’ll need your 
help...fast!

     This week only, fundraising to improve our trail 
markers will get a big assist from the crowdfunding 
platform ioby (or “in our backyard”), which is offering 
$85,000 in matching funds to bring projects to life all 
over Memphis.  Today through Wednesday, April 15, 
you can double your gift to our project by donating 
through ioby’s website.

     Our project goals are simple:

•	 Add six mile markers along the 1.4-mile 
limestone trail.

•	 Replace the worn and missing trail markers on 
the Old Forest Trail.

•	 Update the interpretive map of the Old Forest 
Trail that was created by Park Friends in the 
1980s, pointing out key features of the forest.

•	 Add this interpretive content to our website so 
that it can be refreshed as needed.

     For the first phase of this project, we’ll be 
concentrating on the Old Forest Trail, replacing the 
current markers with similarly natural-looking posts. 
This loop trail is representative of the forest as a 
whole, with skyscraping trees, birds and butterflies 
flitting through vines, and a carpet of incredible native 
wildflowers every spring.  The current trail markers 

are about 30 years 
old, and the ones that 
have survived are 
either broken, worn, or 
covered in graffiti.  It’s 
time for a facelift.  

     New mile markers 
on the limestone trail 
would follow a similar 
naturally-inspired 
template.  Runners will 
finally be able to track 
their distance on the 
limestone trail.

     We’ll also be 
developing a new 
interpretive map that 
corresponds to the 
trail markers.  It will be 
available online as both 
an interactive map and 

a printable document.  The new map will call attention 
to particularly notable tree specimens, features like 
WPA bridges, and ecological phenomena like how soil 
is made.

     Eventually, we would like to add markers to other 
trails in the forest, creating a unified, easy-to-navigate 
trail system.  As we implement our Natural Area 
Management Plan with the Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation, we’ll be paying close 
attention to trail maintenance and navigation.

     It’s all part of our larger effort to make visitors to 
the Old Forest feel welcome, safe, and well-informed.  
Our new entrance gateways will lead you into the 
forest, and well-marked trails will allow you to immerse 
yourself in nature.  Help us kickstart this effort by 
making a gift of any amount today.  

Scan this QR code on your mobile device, or 
visit https://www.ioby.org/project/new-trail-
markers-overton-parks-old-forest to donate.  

The first $150 of every gift up to 
$1,750 will be matched by ioby, so 
your $50 gift becomes $100!  But 
hurry: the match campaign ends 
this week, so the deadline to give is 
Wednesday, April 15.

Worn and missing markers on the Old Forest Trail will be replaced.  
When you donate to this effort, ioby will match your gift.
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Rhodes students find a forest of treasures

You could visit the Old Forest every day of your life 
and never come close to unlocking all its secrets.  It’s 
an ecosystem that has been living far longer than any 
of us have, surviving through countless impacts both 
human and natural.  It’s hard not to wonder what it 
might have looked like several decades ago, if not 
hundreds of years ago.

     But the greater concern is what the forest will look 
like several decades from now.  And that’s where the 
Rhodes College Midtown Urban Forestry Fellowship 
program comes in.

     Under the supervision of Dr. Kimberly Kasper at 
Rhodes and Eric Bridges at Overton Park Conservancy, 
Catherine Miller, Alex Noel, and Taylor Sieben visit 
plots in the Old Forest several times per week to 
collect data about:

•	 GPS locations, height, diameter, and growth 
rates of the large old “remnant” trees

•	 Locations of canopy gaps left when large trees 
fall, and regeneration rates of new trees there

•	 Species, locations, and extent of harmful 
invasive plants

•	 Amounts of each plant species

•	 Evidence of insects and disease in plants

     This information can then be analyzed alongside 
previous studies of the Old Forest’s plant composition.  
This helps us determine how the plants are relating 
to each other, and whether those relationships are 
different now than they were 5, 10, or 50 years 

ago.  Ultimately, we want to try to determine what 
is disrupting those relationships--for example, why 
today’s oak saplings are not reaching maturity, even 
though there are many large, older oaks in the canopy.

     For the students, their work in the Old Forest is an 
opportunity to understand and care for the urban trees 
that give Memphis its unique character.  Miller says it’s 
a window into the past that she never expected.  “You 
can tell a lot about the forest’s age by looking at trees.  
A lot of people just see the trees for their beauty, but 
the canopy actually tells you a lot about the park’s 
history.”  She inspected a large fallen tree, estimating 
its age at about 120 years.  “We used to look at tree 
rings in grade school, but I never imagined how much 
specific knowledge you could get from them.”

     The students’ work is important in helping Overton 
Park Conservancy determine the best management 
strategy for the Old Forest.  As they create a snapshot 
of how the forest is composed in 2015, they help us 
plan for managing forest health well into the future.  
And students will continue to be a part of the process, 
as the Conservancy and Rhodes plan to continue the 
fellowship after the first year concludes in May.

     “This forest is so remarkable and under so much 
pressure from invasives and heavy use,” says Eric 
Bridges. “It’s also small and fragmented, which makes 
it less resilient to these pressures. That’s why it’s 
important that we study it well and manage it carefully. 
This Urban Forestry Fellowship is just the beginning of 
that process.”

Visit www.overtonpark.org/oldforest to learn 
more about the work happening in the woods.

Rhodes fellows Alex Noel and Catherine Miller work with Conservancy 
Director of Operations Eric Bridges to determine the species of a vine.

Taylor Sieben records GPS coordinates of a large tree that has fallen 
along the Red Trail.  It’s part of a down woody debris survey to 
determine the rate at which canopy trees are falling.
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Meet our new Director of Development
    In January, Overton 
Park Conservancy 
welcomed our first 
Director of Development 
to the staff.  Susannah 
Barton came to us from 
Buffalo, New York, where 
she served as Executive 
Director of Grassroots 
Gardens, a nonprofit 
that strengthens 
neighborhoods through 
community gardens.

     In her new role, 
Susannah is working 
to increase our level 
of public support.  She focuses on conveying the 
message of what it takes to operate the park at a 
high level.  We asked her a few questions about what 
excites her about working on behalf of the park.

What made working at Overton Park appealing?

I was excited to join the Conservancy team because 
it’s the perfect opportunity to put my non-profit 
leadership experience and my urban planning 
background to work here in Memphis.  It affords me 
the opportunity to engage with the community, as well 
as public and private partners, to promote and support 
this great regional asset.  Plus, who wouldn’t want to 
come to work in Overton Park every day?

What led you to a career in conservation?

I believe when we think about our cities, it is important 
to think about access--in particular, access to green 
space.  We not only have a thriving urban park, 
but we also have 126 acres of forest, preserved for 
generations to experience.  This is an incredibly 
unique asset that provides endless opportunities for 
education to all of our community members.

On any given day in Overton Park, you see families 
gathering at picnic tables, children playing, friends 
relaxing, people exercising, and kids experiencing 
nature.  This is what makes a community strong, what 
makes a place great.  

Why did you choose to move to Memphis?

I’ve loved the city since 1993 when I tagged along 
with my sister to a college visit at Rhodes.  It’s been 
a love affair with Memphis ever since.  My husband 
and I love to travel and meet new people, but we 
always knew we would land closer to home and family.  

We’re lucky to have the 
world’s coolest niece 
and nephew, and it was 
important to be a regular 
part of their lives.  We 
chose family, which is 
why we chose Memphis.  

The city is attractive 
for many reasons–
affordability, ease of 
living, and access to 
green space.  My favorite 
thing about Memphis is 
that it’s a real city with 
real challenges, real 
opportunities, and real 

people.  It took me 20 years to get here, but I couldn’t 
be happier to call myself a Memphian.

What’s the one thing you want people to know about 
the Conservancy? 

The Conservancy exists to maintain and enhance this 
incomparable civic asset, to build off of the legacy of 
conservation of those before us, and to preserve this 
precious park for all Memphians.  I hope people know 
we are stewards of this public land on their behalf, and 
all our efforts are driven by the desire to provide the 
public with a safe, welcoming, and vibrant park.

How can people support Overton Park?

People can support Overton Park in many ways.  I want 
people to know that we are just as grateful for the $5 
gift as we are for the $500 gift.  And if you’re not in a 
position to give financially, we have several ways for 
you to give your time.  We are all stewards of Overton 
Park, and we have a responsibility to the generations 
after us to preserve and enhance this great place.  
Whether you decide to volunteer, become a member, 
sponsor our family festival, or honor a loved one or 
pet with a memorial gift, I encourage everyone to think 
about how you can support your park.

What’s your favorite part of Overton Park?

My favorite part of Overton Park is the East Parkway 
playground and picnic area.  It is just such a beautiful 
spot.  I love that you can enjoy a picnic, kids can play 
on the playground or read along the Storywalk, while 
others enjoy a pick-up game of football, all under 
the canopy of such amazing trees.  To me the East 
Parkway picnic area is a perfect reflection of one of 
Memphis’ best features – our trees.  
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April 11 - Hollywood Feed at 
Overton Bark

April 18 - Volunteer Appreciation Picnic at East 
Parkway

May 9 - Hollywood Feed at Overton Bark

May 16 - Volunteer Work Day at Overton Bark

June 5 - A Day of Merrymaking (setup)

June 6 - A Day of Merrymaking Family Festival

July 11 - Hollywood Feed at Overton Bark

August 8 - Hollywood Feed at Overton Bark

August 15 - Volunteer Work Day at Rainbow Lake

October 10 - Hollywood Feed at Overton Bark

November 7 - Volunteer Work Day at Veterans 
Plaza

volunteer 
calendar

See all opportunities and RSVP at www.overtonpark.org/volunteerdays.

Overton Park is everything...but only with your help
     Ask any visitor what Overton Park means to them, 
and you may get a unique answer every time.  For 
some, the park represents a life-changing moment, 
like meeting a future spouse or a lifelong friend.  For 
others, it’s a place of childhood memories--trips to 
the zoo, adventures in the forest, afternoons on 
the playground.  For many, the park is an everyday 
escape, a place that’s always there to welcome them.    

     But great parks don’t just happen; they’re made, 
from the commitment of the people who love them. 
Those people plant the trees, maintain the facilities, fix 
what’s broken, and dream big about the future. To take 
care of our park for generations to come, Overton Park 
Conservancy relies on you.

     Luckily, supporting the park is easy!  Here are two 
great ways to do it.

Become a Team Overton Park Volunteer

     If you don’t mind getting your hands dirty, there’s 
a great fit for you at Overton Park.  Our Team Overton 
Park volunteer program gives you four ways to help:

•	 Park monitoring: visit the park and report 
maintenance needs or interesting observations 
to the Conservancy

•	 Volunteer work days: join a Conservancy 
activity such as repairing the limestone trail or 
planting flowers

•	 Special events: assist with our family festival

•	 Organizational events: we work with your 
business to create a project that benefits both 
the park and your employees

     Visit www.overtonpark.org/
volunteer for all the details.

Become a Park Member

     Membership is an annual way to help with the 
cost of operating the park. As we complete projects 
like Overton Bark and Rainbow Lake Playground, 
maintenance needs arise--like refreshing safety 
surfacing, repairing leaky water fountains, and 
replacing broken swingsets. Plus, many day-to-
day costs never go away, like emptying trash cans, 
maintaining landscaping, and cleaning and stocking 
restrooms.  Because the park has no admission fee, 
we rely on our members to help with these costs.

     There’s a little something in it for you, of course...
besides a beautiful park! With our new Member 
Perks program, all members will receive discounts to 
local businesses like Lenny’s, The Attic, Breakaway 
Running, and The Booksellers at Laurelwood just for 
showing your membership card.  It’s a great way to 
shop and dine local while also supporting the park.

Volunteers planted trees near the East Parkway Playground in March.
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This year’s members-only t-shirt, designed by Taropop, features all 
the things that make Overton Park great.

     Members at the Individual level and up also receive a 
beautiful t-shirt that captures the many things that make 
the park special.  From Bike Gate to the Levitt Shell to the 
Doughboy, whatever you love about the park is here. 

    Join at any of these levels:

Basic Member ($25): Member Perks discounts, admission 
to park tours, and Overton Park decal

Individual Member ($50): Basic level benefits, plus one 
2015 Overton Park t-shirt (add a second for $25)

Partner ($100): Basic level benefits, plus two t-shirts and a 
set of Overton Park postcards

Patron ($250): Partner level benefits, plus a one-time 25% 
discount on facility rental at the park, and Willy Bearden’s 
book Images of America: Overton Park

Sustaining Member ($500): Partner level benefits, plus 
an exclusive hand-drawn map of Overton Park

Organizational Member ($200): Four Overton Park 
t-shirts and four decals

     Seniors and students receive a $10 discount.  
Children’s t-shirts can be added for $10 each, and Overton 
Bark bandanas can be added for $5 each.

Visit www.overtonpark.org/membership or return 
the envelope enclosed in this newsletter.

Celebrate with us during Natural Areas Week
     Each spring, the Tennessee 
Division of Natural Areas, our 
partner in managing the Old 
Forest, hosts a weeklong Natural 
Areas Celebration in the state’s 
82 designated natural areas. 
The public has the opportunity 
to take free tours led by state 
and local experts in the flora and 
fauna of each location. 

     We’re thrilled that the Old 
Forest will be hosting tours this 
year. It’s an excellent opportunity 
to appreciate the unique way the 
forest transforms in spring, when 
it hosts insects and birds that 
only appear for a small window 
of time.

     We’ll have two tours on 
Sunday, April 19, and each will 
last approximately 45 minutes. 
Both walks meet at East Parkway Pavilion and repeat 
immediately, so if you’d like to take the butterfly tour at 
10:00a.m., you can then take the bird tour at 11:00a.m.

Butterflies and Plants

Leader: Bart Jones, Naturalist

Come enjoy the wildflowers and 
butterflies, as you learn about 
the native plants these tiny 
creatures depend on for food 
and shelter. 

Birds of the Old Forest

Leader: Margaret Jefferson, 
member, Tennessee 
Ornithological Society

Spring is a great time for seeing 
and hearing birds in the forest. 
We should see birds that live 
here all year, birds that migrate 
on the way to northern nesting 
sites, and those that migrate 
here to nest. Please bring a pair 

of binoculars and a field guide if 
you have one.

Please RSVP by April 18 to 901-214-5450 or 
mmcmasters@overtonpark.org.

Zebra swallowtails are common in spring.
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Overton Park Conservancy gratefully acknowledges the individuals and organizations who made gifts, pledges, and in-kind donations between 
January 1, 2014 and December 31, 2014.  If we have inadvertently omitted the name of one of our supporters, we sincerely apologize.

$100,000 - $499,999
Bena & George Cates
City of Memphis
Hyde Family Foundations
Plough Foundation
 
$10,000 - $99,999
Hollywood Feed
Memphis & Shelby County Office  
  of Sustainability
Lyn & Bill Reed
Tennessee Dept. of Environment  
  and Conservation
Thomas W. Briggs Foundation
Lynne & Henry Turley
Denise Wood

$1,000 - $9,999
AutoZone
BlueCross BlueShield of  
  Tennessee
Citizens to Preserve Overton Park
Classic Party Rentals
Jan & Ron Coleman
Meg & Scott Crosby
The Daily News
Diversified Trust
Echo Systems
FedEx Corporation
First Tennessee Foundation
Dot & Luther Gause
Lucia & Jim Gilliland
Eleanor & William Halliday
inbalance FITNESS
Independent Bank
Jeanne & Frank Jemison
Betty & George Johnson
Bob Loeb
Lisa & Jim Maddox
Katharine Manning Loeb
Margaret & Alec McLean
Memphis Zoo
Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare
MLGW
Orion Federal Credit Union
Sally & Ashley Pace
Peddler Bike Shop
Debbie & Clifton Phillips
Anita & Ray Pohlman
Redeemer Presbyterian Church
Regional One Health
Sternberg Foundation
Anne & John Stokes
SunTrust Bank
Tennessee Parks & Greenways  
  Foundation
Trezevant Manor
Jewell Ward & Jim Brooks
Katherine & Dr. Jeff Warren
The West Clinic

Melanie & Dr. Frank White

$100 - $999
Belinda & Calvin Anderson
Lisa & Barry Anderson
Jen Andrews
Bette Arndt
Art Center Memphis
Jeanne Arthur
Rebecca & Mark Askew
Pan & Carl Awsumb
Lydia & Ray Babaoglu
Kellan Bartosch
Pam & Sam Blair
Patrick Blankinship
Wight Boggs
Lauren Boggs McHugh
Deanna & Tony Bologna
Cindy & Kevin Brewer
Pat Brown
Lynn & Jon Buhler
Teresa & Bill Bullock
Susan & Rice Byars
Amy Campbell
Corinna Campos
Pat & Sturla Canale
Coble Caperton
Peggy & Bill Carrington-Jones
Allison & Andy Cates
Susan Childress
Gina & Jim Christian
Ashley & Mac Coffield
Congressman Steve Cohen
Katie & Keith Cole
Nora & Dan Conaway
Heather & Mike Cooley
Chris Cooper & Chip Williamson
Deborah & Bob Craddock
Margaret & William Craddock
Elizabeth Crosby & Eric Barnes
Alice & Matthew Crow
Courtney Davis-McDonnell &  
  John McDonnell
Louise Anne & Drew Dawkins
Jason DouBrava
Debra & Reid Dulberger
Lee & Joe Duncan
Shelley Durfee & William  
  Chandler
Betty & Edward Eason
Patti & Lew Ellis
Randy Engel
Evergreen Garden Club
Ashley & Ben Fant
Jenny & Billy Frank
Leigh Fraser & John Pritchard
Margaret & Hugh Fraser
Astrid & Tylur French
Barbara Geater & Larry Townsend
Christa George & Chris Wood

Andrew Gibbs
Greenview Fund
Laura & Michael Halbrook
Harriett & Clarence Halmon
Jane & Eddie Hankins
Jane Hayden
Hein Park Association
Brenda & Tommy Hill
Barbara Holden & Bill Nixon
Carrye Holland
Robert Hollingsworth & Ronnie  
  Gilmer
Hollywould Fitness
Huey’s Restaurants
Janice Hyatt
Marlinee Iverson & Max Maloney
Margaret & Kenny Jabbour
Natalie & Jimmy Jalenak
Margaret Jefferson & Edwin  
  Thomas
Drs. Lisa & David Jennings
Susan Jennings
Andrea & Mark Johnson
Kimble Johnson
Dr. Robbie Johnson Weinberg &  
  Dr. Michael Weinberg
Ernest Kelly
Cheryl Kent
Key Risk Management
Kona Ice of Memphis
Kristin & Jon Korneliussen
Michael V. Landrum
Madeleine Landrum-Noe & Jen  
  Harrison
Kim & Jim Largue
Allison & Peter Lemm
Kathryn & Bailey Leopard
Barry Lichterman
James Lindstrom
Lipscomb & Pitts
Shirley & Michael Lupfer
Kimberly & Andrew MacQueen
Susan & B. Lee Mallory
Tommy Marsh
Jim Marshall
Laura & Montgomery Martin
Brian Martinelli
Steve Massey
Robbie & Scott McDermott
Simone & Logan Meeks
Diane Meess & John Pekar
Midtown Rotary
Midtown Yoga
Nancy Morrow
John & Lynn Murray
Mary & Frank Muscari
Larry Nance
Lori & Dan O’Brien
Jimmy Ogle
Jackie Patterson

Margaret & Tom Pellett
Trish & John Pontius
Ben Powers
Dorothy & Robert Pugh
Sara Ratner & Harry Freeman
Anna Rich & Terry Gallagher
Victoria & Bob Richards
Carol & Greer Richardson
Leigh & Todd Richardson
Stephanie & Thaddeus Rodda
John Ross
Paul Sax
Steven Scheer
Gail & Karl Schledwitz
Brenda Schulman & Peter Murray
Beth & Steve Schulwolf
Rowlett Scott
Lauren & Jeffrey Scrugham
The Self Foundation
Glenda & Gary Shorb
Sierra Club - Chickasaw Group
Louise & John Slater
Smart City Consulting
Megan & Justin Starling
Gillian & Bruce Steinhauer
Cheryl & Garland Sullivan
Tina & Pete Sullivan
Marci & Jay Sweeney
Patrick Tamburrino
Marlene Tate & Murray Tate
Lauren & Justin Taylor
Patricia & Phillip Taylor
Robert Taylor
Shelley & Glen Thomas
Tanja & Kevin Thompson
Christine & Carroll Todd
Barbara & Hayward Townsend
Louise & Calvin Turley
Betty & William Turner
Jeane Umbreit
Naomi Van Tol & Larry Smith
Waddell & Associates
Wagner General Contractors, Inc
Blair Wardwell
Catherine & Joseph Weingarten
Molly & Jason Wexler
Monica & Andre Wharton
Melissa & Bill Williams
Regan & Blake Williams
Sue Williams
Kay & Kent Wills
Renee Wills & Carlyle White
Cindy Wilson Lewis
Noell & Gary Wilson
Crystal Windless
Juliet Wischmeyer
Emily Woodside & Dr. Bill Falvey
Wunderlich Securities
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Up to $99
Dr. & Mrs. Ronné Adkins
Lesley & Jay Adkins
Laine Agee
Susan Akerman-Ross & Steven  
  Ross
Joan Allison
Anne & Jim Apple
Julie & Bryce Ashby
Jimpsie & Warren Ayres
Jamie & Colin Bailey
Rose & Geoff Bakewell
Rebecca & Blake Ballin
Paula & Cliff Barnes
Susannah & Kevin Barton
Kathryn Basar
Shauna & Jeremy Bateman
Kirby Bennett
Marthina Benson
David Benton
Mark Bix
Marion & Jack Borg
Regina & Councilman Bill Boyd
Becky Brady
Marie Branch
Tony Brayton
Susan Breymaier & Robert Gaia
Burton Bridges
Sara & Eric Bridges
Melissa & Gary Bridgman
Dr. Keri Brondo & Daniel Vacanti
LaUna Brubaker
Ruth Brucker
Vicki Buck
Sam Buckmaster
Anita Bunn
Kathy & Nicholas Burrows
Eddie Burton
Jessica Buttermore
Peggy & Eric Butze
Marjorie & Frank Campagna
Karen Cardwell & Melody Vollman
Sissy & Doug Carpenter
Caroline & Greg Carrico
Patricia & Dudley Cates
Central Gardener’s Club
Catherine Chandler & Joe King
Rebecca & Jim Chappell
Mandy Chatellier
Jennifer & Troy Clark
Beth & Tom Claybrook
Linda & James Cochran
Suzanna & Mike Cody
Lynn Conlee
Scarlett Cook
Samantha & Agustin Crespo
Amy Daniel & Cameron Mann
Ellen Daugherty & Jeff Jackson
Marilu Davis
Carol DeForest & Barron Boyd
Susan & J.De DeHart
Miriah & Jason Denbo

Marie Dennan
Julia Dennis
Shannon & Brian Dixon
The Dog & Slaw
Barbara Dooley
Kristen & Doug Duncan
Madeleine & Thomas Edwards
Holly & Walter Elkins
Eric Ellis
Lauren Everett
Julia Ewing & John Sanford
Jana Files & Lee Phelan
Charlotte Fineberg-Buchner &  
  Clark Buchner
Patti Ford
Monty Foster
David Franks
Ashley Frederick
Lori & Robert Frederick
Juan Fuentes
Maria Fuhrmann
Nick Gant
Faye Garner
Rod Gary
Kristy Glassman
Leslie & Stephen Goodwin
DiAne Gordon
Eric Gottlieb
Romney Grandi & Robert Bader
Stacey Greenberg
Claire Guerin
Kacey Guin & Chris Florez
Judith Haas
Ashley & Dan Harper
Laura Harris & Nancy Wiers
Mark Harris
Sandy Harris
Kelley & Ken Hayes
Alyce & Stephen Haynes
Emily & Jay Hazen
Linda Hendershot
Lou Henslee & Roy Bell
Carrie Henson & Bobby Zinser
Barbara & Vince Higgins
Mary Jo & David Hinson
Melissa Holland & Mary Frost
Donna Hood
Eddie Hooker
Anne Hooper
Ellen & Jon Hornyak
Margaret & Charles Hubbert
Sallie Hughes
Leon Hurt
Lynn Jackson & Lori Connolly
Wanda & Brittni Jackson
Eleanor & Dr. Jonathan Jacobs
Diane Jalfon & Daniel  
  Weickenand
Kathy James
Billie Jeanne & Stan Johnson
Cynthia Jones
Les & Leah Jones

Nita Jan Jones
Patrick Jones
Carol & Gene Katz
Lurene & Chris Kelley
Rebecca Kempf
Tricia & Chuck Kerwin
Elizabeth & Jack Kinney
Elizabeth Kolivas & Christian  
  Stovall
Brooks Lamb
Lisa Lawhead
Margaret & Matthew Lee
Carol Levy & Gail Berkowitz
Gregory Liebermann
Laura & Tom Logue
Angie Lusk
Lily & Nathaniel Mahoney
Leigh & Jim Malone
Cheryl & Walter Manning
Laura Manyari
Shannon Maris & Drake Danley
Hope & Tom Martin
Lisa Martin
Marie Mason
Lisa Massey
Christina McAfee
Leanne McConnell
Sandra McCorry
Derek McKinnon
Melissa McMasters
Bertha Means & Michael Jacewicz
Katie & Thomas Midgley
Brittany Miller & Benn Lubeck
Betsy & Austin Moore
Cindy & Scott Moore
Jackie & Chris Morton
Gail Murray & Joe Hawes
Jessica Myers & Timothy Fuller
Michelle Naef & Michael Ham
Regina & Robert Newman
Susan & Lyle Ogle
Molly & Joe Opferman
Carol Oswald
Brittany Pace
Dianne Parker & Donna Parker
Angela & Dave Parkerson
Natalie Payne
John Pence
Amanda Perry
Rebecca Perry
Dana Phillips
Michele & Glenn Phillips
John Planchon
Kevin Plyler & James Woepse
Mary Powers & Tom Bailey
Sarah & Niel Prosser
Janice & Charles Raiteri
Melinda Rice
Kimberly Richardson
Claude & Bob Rogers
Brian Roper
Sylvia Rose

Stu Rosen
Bill & Mary Rubin
Kat Sage & Bruce Browning
Donna & Jerry Sanders
Field Sanders
John Sauls
Leigh Savage & Donna Blackard
Scenic Hills Garden Club
Dale Schaefer
Bob Schreiber
Ann & Bill Schultz
Stephen Schwartz
Elizabeth & John Scruggs
Lea Sharp
Hunter Shepard
Cathleen Sibley
Michael Sicuro
Rachael & Chilton Simmons
Amy & Nick Simpson
Kyle Simpson
Rob Simpson
Emelia & James Smith
Steven Sondheim
Joe Spake
Jon Sparks
Catherine & Chris Spencer
Ginger & Josh Spickler
Katy Spurlock
Sara & Jordan Stephens
Nancy Stinchfield
Clara Talley & Stephen Humbert
Caroline Taylor
Emily & Chris Taylor
Logan Taylor
Joanne & Walt Tennyson
Paul Thomas & Samuel Griffin
Nancy & Jeffrey Thompson
Sarah Thompson
Carol Thorne
Sharon & Edwin Thorpe
Caroline Todd
Patty Towery
Wendy & Richard Trenthem
Danny Tucker
Nicola & Dan Tupis
Jill Turner
Marianna & Nic Vescovo
Heather & Jay Walker
Susan Walker
Mike Ward
Cindy Ware
Marcia Wells & Eddie Tucker
Meghan Wetterer & Hank Verrell
Carole Whitehead
Jake Williams
Kelley Willis
Stephen Wirls
Gigi & A.J. Wolfe
Lauren & Tommy Young
Danielle & Jason Youngblood
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...you can support Overton Park Conservancy every time you shop at Amazon.com?
When you sign up to benefit Overton Park Conservancy with the Amazon Smile program, you’re 
sending 0.5% of the money you spend to the park!  Just visit www.smile.amazon.com, select 
Overton Park Conservancy from the list of charities, and start shopping!  

...that Overton Park will be featured in an upcoming PBS special?
PBS’ “Ten That Changed America” series has covered buildings that influenced our country’s architectural history.  The 
next special in the series will be “Ten Parks That Changed America,” and Overton Park will be the subject of a segment. 
The focus will be on how Citizens to Preserve Overton Park’s activism against the proposed extension of I-40 helped public 
lands fight against the encroachment of development.  Filming is set for this spring.

...that The New York Times thinks Overton Park is a great place to relax?
In the January 14 edition of the Times’ popular “36 Hours” series, Overton Park was suggested as the finale for a whirlwind 
weekend in Memphis. Writer Colleen Creamer suggests, “Wrap it up at one of the city’s great outdoor spaces: Overton Park, 
a 342-acre green space that includes the Brooks Museum, the Levitt Shell, the Memphis Zoo and other attractions. Stroll 
through one of the park’s most extraordinary spaces, the 126-acre Old Forest State Natural Area, on the National Register 
of Historic Places (it’s over 10,000 years old), having never been tilled or farmed — rare for any space, urban or otherwise. 
In the spring, the forest floor is covered with bright yellow wood poppy, and even winter affords a close-up look at flocks of 
golden-crowned kinglets, tiny gymnastic songbirds.”

did you 
know...


